
 
 
 
 
 
 

AP® Human Geography 
2009 Free-Response Questions 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The College Board 
 

The College Board is a not-for-profit membership association whose mission is to connect students to college success and 
opportunity. Founded in 1900, the association is composed of more than 5,600 schools, colleges, universities and other 
educational organizations. Each year, the College Board serves seven million students and their parents, 23,000 high schools and 
3,800 colleges through major programs and services in college readiness, college admissions, guidance, assessment, financial aid, 
enrollment, and teaching and learning. Among its best-known programs are the SAT®, the PSAT/NMSQT® and the Advanced 
Placement Program® (AP®). The College Board is committed to the principles of excellence and equity, and that commitment is 
embodied in all of its programs, services, activities and concerns. 

 
 

© 2009 The College Board. All rights reserved. College Board, Advanced Placement Program, AP, AP Central, SAT, and the 
acorn logo are registered trademarks of the College Board. PSAT/NMSQT is a registered trademark of the College Board and 
National Merit Scholarship Corporation.  
 
Permission to use copyrighted College Board materials may be requested online at: 
www.collegeboard.com/inquiry/cbpermit.html. 
 
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.com. 
AP Central is the official online home for the AP Program: apcentral.collegeboard.com. 
 



2009 AP® HUMAN GEOGRAPHY FREE-RESPONSE QUESTIONS 
 
 

© 2009 The College Board. All rights reserved. 
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.com. 

 

  GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE. 
-2- 

HUMAN GEOGRAPHY 
SECTION II 

Time—75 minutes 
Percent of total grade—50 

 
 

Directions:  You have 75 minutes to answer all three of the following questions. It is recommended that you spend 
approximately one-third of your time (25 minutes) on each question. It is suggested that you take up to 5 minutes of 
this time to plan and outline each answer. While a formal essay is not required, it is not enough to answer a question 
by merely listing facts. Illustrate your answers with substantive geographic examples where appropriate. Be sure  
that you number each of your answers, including individual parts, in the answer booklet as the questions are 
numbered below. 
 
 
 

 

 1. The map above shows the distribution of three religious groups in the contiguous United States.  

A. Using the letters in the legend, name the three religious groups shown on the map. 

B. For ONE of the three religious groups, first identify and then explain TWO factors that have influenced the 
distribution shown on the map. 

C. Explain how the map as presented at this scale is an incomplete representation of the geography of religion 
in the United States. 
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 2. A large proportion of urban residents in the megacities of the periphery of the world system live in squatter 
settlements. 

A. Describe a typical location of squatter settlements within urban areas of megacities on the global periphery. 

B. Describe two factors that contribute to the formation of squatter settlements. 

C. Give a detailed account of THREE consequences of the rapid growth of squatter settlements. The  
three consequences you discuss may be social, economic, political or environmental. 

 
 
 

 

 3. Agriculture in the United States has changed significantly in the past few decades. With respect to the past, 
present, and projected trends in agriculture shown in the diagram above, answer the following: 

A. First identify and then explain TWO factors contributing to the steady decline in the number of dairy farms 
since 1970. 

B. First identify and then explain TWO factors contributing to the increase in the number of organic farms 
since 1970. 
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