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Question 5 
 
Analyze artistic and literary responses to industrialization over the course of the nineteenth 
century. 
 
9–8 Points 

• Thesis is explicit and fully responsive to the question. 
• Organization is clear, consistently followed, and effective in support of the argument.  

o Essay must explicitly analyze European artistic AND literary responses to industrialization. 
o Essay must address several artistic and literary responses and link them explicitly to 

industrialization. 
o Response is in the proper chronological context (1800–1914). 

• Essay is well balanced; all major topics suggested by the prompt are covered at some length. 
o Stronger essays in this category should devote nearly equal attention to both literary and 

artistic responses. 
• All major assertions in the essay are supported by multiple pieces of relevant evidence.  

o Essays in this category should address several artistic and literary responses that emerged 
during different periods in the nineteenth century. 

o Essays in this category may NOT rely exclusively upon the use of socioeconomic observations 
and political tracts as literary evidence.  

• May contain errors that do not detract from the argument. 
 
7–6 Points 

• Thesis is explicit and responsive to the question. 
o Theses in this category should address with some specificity a few appropriate responses to 

industrialization. 
• Organization is clear and effective in support of the argument but not consistently followed. 

o Essay must analyze European artistic AND literary responses to industrialization. 
o Essay must address at least two artistic and literary responses and link them to 

industrialization. 
o Response is in the proper chronological context (1800–1914). 

• Essay is balanced; all major topics suggested by the prompt are covered at least briefly. 
o Essays in this category should address both literary and artistic responses. 

• All major assertions in the essay are supported by at least one piece of relevant evidence. 
o Essays in this category should attempt to address artistic and literary responses that emerged 

during different periods in the nineteenth century but may not cover multiple periods. 
o Essays in this category may rely solely upon the use of socioeconomic observations and 

political tracts as literary evidence.  
• May contain one major error or several minor errors that detract from the argument. 

 
5–4 Points 

• Thesis may be underdeveloped or not fully responsive to the question. 
o In essays in this category, the thesis must move beyond a simple paraphrase of the prompt and 

should address a specific response. 
• Organization may be unclear but is still effective. 

o Essays in this category may conflate artistic and literary responses but must link at least one 
response to industrialization. 

o Response should mostly be in the proper chronological context (1800–1914). 
• Essay shows some unevenness; some major topics suggested by the prompt are covered 

superficially. 
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Question 5 (continued) 
 
• Most of the major assertions in the essay are supported by least one piece of relevant evidence. 

o Essays in this category may only address the early nineteenth century. 
• May contain a few errors that detract from the argument. 

 
3–2 Points 

• May contain a weak thesis or a thesis that merely repeats/paraphrases the prompt.  
• Organization is unclear and ineffective. 
• Essay shows serious imbalance and/or may only identify artistic OR literary movements with little 

or no linkage to industrialization. 
• Essay may contain little relevant evidence. 
• May contain several errors that detract from the argument. 

 
1–0 Points 

• May contain an exceptionally banal thesis, or there is no discernable attempt at a relevant thesis. 
• Little discernable organization or may be completely off topic. 
• One or none of the major topics suggested by the prompt is mentioned. 

o Essays in this category may be a narrative of industrialization with little to no linkage to artistic 
or literary responses. 

• Little or no supporting evidence is used.  
• May contain numerous errors that detract from the argument. 
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Question 5 
 
Sample: 5A 
Score: 8 
 
The thesis in this essay is fully responsive to the question and indicates a causal link between 
industrialization and the rise of “Romanticism, Realism, and naturalism.” The essay uses the term 
naturalism to refer to realist painting, but this misstatement does not constitute an error; it actually 
functions as a point of interpretation. The essay addresses three movements with some degree of 
effectiveness and contains specific evidence to substantiate the following: a painting by Turner (even 
though the title named is incorrect), Madame Bovary, and works by Zola. The essay finishes with a nice 
conclusion that reiterates its major interpretive points. It did not receive a score of 9 because it contains 
some generalized information and lacks some specificity. 
 
Sample: 5B 
Score: 4 
 
The thesis in this essay is underdeveloped and a little simplistic (industrialization led to artistic and literary 
responses “that depicted it as . . . terrible”). The response does contain a useful, if somewhat general, 
discussion of how cities like Manchester were depicted in art. It also notes how Romantic artists turned to 
the study of nature. The references to both Thoreau and Existentialism are problematic and off task. 
 
Sample: 5C 
Score: 1 
 
This essay does not contain a relevant thesis that addresses the question. While it does focus on reactions, it 
does not relate them to literary or artistic responses. This is a good example of an essay that functions 
primarily as a narrative of industrialization and provides little relevant evidence. It includes one brief 
reference to the literature on industrial conditions, but this is not sufficient to bump the essay into a higher 
score category. 
 
 




