
AP® EUROPEAN HISTORY  
2009 SCORING GUIDELINES (Form B) 

 

© 2009 The College Board. All rights reserved. 
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.com. 

Question 3 
 
Analyze the impacts of the Protestant Reformation and the Catholic Reformation (Counter 
Reformation) on the social order of sixteenth-century Europe. 
 
9–8 Points 

• Thesis is explicit and fully responsive to the question. 
• Organization is clear, consistently followed, and effective in support of the argument. 

o Essay must explicitly analyze the impact of BOTH Reformations on the social order of the 
sixteenth century. 

o Essay must primarily address the social order. 
o Response is in the proper chronological context. 

• Essay is well balanced; all major topics suggested by the prompt are covered at some length. 
o Stronger essays in this category analyze multiple impacts. 

• All major assertions in the essay are supported by multiple pieces of relevant evidence. 
o Specific evidence must be analyzed for BOTH Reformations. 

• May contain errors that do not detract from the argument. 
 
7–6 Points 

• Thesis is explicit and responsive to the question. 
o May contain some unevenness but must address all elements of the question. 

• Organization is clear and effective in support of the argument but not consistently followed. 
o Essay must analyze the impact of BOTH Reformations on the social order of the sixteenth 

century. 
o Response must address the proper chronological context. 

• Essay is balanced; all major topics suggested by the prompt are covered at least briefly. 
o Essays in this category will address at least one impact from both Reformations. 

• All major assertions in the essay are supported by at least one piece of relevant evidence. 
• May contain one major error or several minor errors that detract from the argument. 

 
5–4 Points 

• Thesis may be underdeveloped or not fully responsive to the question. 
• Organization may be unclear but is still effective. 

o Response may contain material outside the proper chronological context. 
o Essay must analyze the impact of at least one of the Reformations on the social order of the 

sixteenth century and mention the other Reformation in some context. 
o Essay may address primarily political, economic, and/or religious impacts but must address 

questions of social order.  
• Essay shows some imbalance; some major topics suggested by the prompt are neglected. 

o Response should primarily address the proper chronological context but may contain material 
from outside the sixteenth century. 

• Most of the major assertions in the essay are supported by at least one piece of relevant evidence. 
• May contain a few errors that detract from the argument. 

 
3–2 Points 

• May contain a weak thesis or a thesis that merely repeats/paraphrases the prompt.  
• Organization is unclear and ineffective. 
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Question 3 (continued) 
 

• Essay shows serious imbalance and/or may mostly be a narrative of the Reformation or an 
assessment of political/religious impacts. 
o Essays in this category may address only one of the Reformations. 
o Essays in this category may mention the social order but not address it specifically. 

• Essay may contain little relevant evidence. 
• May contain several errors that detract from the argument. 

 
1–0 Points 

• May contain an exceptionally banal thesis, or there is no discernable attempt at a relevant thesis. 
• Little discernable organization or may be completely off topic. 
• Essays in this category may only provide a narrative of either or both Reformations or identify 

inappropriate or fallacious impacts. 
• Little or no supporting evidence is used.  
• May contain numerous errors that detract from the argument. 
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Question 3 
 
Sample: 3A 
Score: 8 
 
The thesis in this essay is stronger on the Protestant Reformation than on the Catholic Reformation but 
remains explicit and responsive to the question. The essay is primarily about the social order and provides 
a strong and focused analysis of the social impacts of the Protestant Reformation. It does not have an 
effective discussion of the Catholic Reformation. The essay clearly supports its contention about the great 
social and educational changes for women that resulted from both Reformations. It includes the social 
impacts of egalitarian ideas, the increased religiosity of individuals, and the emphasis on education, thus 
providing strong evidence of multiple impacts of the Reformations. 
 
Sample: 3B 
Score: 4 
 
The thesis in this essay has an uncertain introduction but does address the Reformations’ impact on the 
social order. The essay contains material outside the proper chronological context and at times diverges 
into a summary of the two Reformations. It attempts to address questions of social order and doctrinal 
changes that were made during the Catholic Reformation. The final paragraph contains a weak analysis of 
the impacts of the Protestant Reformation. 
 
Sample: 3C 
Score: 2 
 
This essay contains a specific thesis about papal and monarchical power but does not address the issue of 
social order. Within the essay there is little or no linkage between either of the Reformations and the social 
order.  
 




