AP® ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION
2009 SCORING GUIDELINES (Form B)

Question 1

The score should reflect a judgment of the essay’s quality as a whole. Remember that students had only
15 minutes to read the sources and 40 minutes to write; the essay, therefore, is not a finished product and
should not be judged by standards appropriate for an out-of-class assignment. Evaluate the essay as a
draft, making certain to reward students for what they do well.

All essays, even those scored 8 or 9, may contain occasional lapses in analysis, prose style, or mechanics.
Such features should enter into the holistic evaluation of an essay’s overall quality. In no case may an
essay with many distracting errors in grammar and mechanics be scored higher than a 2.

9 Essays earning a score of 9 meet the criteria for a score of 8 and, in addition, are especially
sophisticated in their argument, thorough in development, or impressive in their control of
language.

8 Effective

Essays earning a score of 8 effectively argue the extent to which schools should support individuality or
conformity. They develop their position by effectively synthesizing* at least three of the sources. The
evidence and explanations used are appropriate and convincing. Their prose demonstrates a consistent
ability to control a wide range of the elements of effective writing but is not necessarily flawless.

7 Essays earning a score of 7 meet the criteria for a score of 6 but provide more complete
explanation, more thorough development, or a more mature prose style.

6 Adequate

Essays earning a score of 6 adequately argue the extent to which schools should support individuality or
conformity. They develop their position by adequately synthesizing at least three of the sources. The
evidence and explanations used are appropriate and sufficient. The language may contain lapses in
diction or syntax, but generally the prose is clear.

b Essays earning a score of b argue the extent to which schools should support individuality or
conformity. They develop their position by synthesizing at least three sources, but how they
use and explain sources is somewhat uneven, inconsistent, or limited. The argument is
generally clear, and the sources generally develop the student’s position, but the links between
the sources and the argument may be strained. The writing may contain lapses in diction or
syntax, but it usually conveys the student's ideas adequately.

4 Inadequate

Essays earning a score of 4 inadequately argue the extent to which schools should support individuality
or conformity. They develop their position by synthesizing at least two sources, but the evidence or
explanations used may be inappropriate, insufficient, or less convincing. The sources may dominate the
student's attempts at development, the link between the argument and the sources may be weak, or the
student may misunderstand, misrepresent, or oversimplify the sources. The prose generally conveys the
student’s ideas but may be less consistent in controlling the elements of effective writing.

* For the purposes of scoring, synthesis means referring to sources to develop a position and citing them accurately.
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AP® ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION
2009 SCORING GUIDELINES (Form B)

Question 1 (continued)

3 Essays earning a score of 3 meet the criteria for a score of 4 but demonstrate less success in
arguing the extent to which schools should support individuality or conformity. They are less
perceptive in their understanding of the sources, or their explanation or examples may be
particularly limited or simplistic. The essays may show less maturity in control of writing.

2 Little Success

Essays earning a score of 2 demonstrate little success in arguing the extent to which schools should
support individuality or conformity. They may merely allude to knowledge gained from reading the sources
rather than citing the sources themselves. These essays may misread the sources, fail to develop a
position, or substitute a simpler task by merely summarizing or categorizing the sources or by merely
responding to the prompt tangentially with unrelated, inaccurate, or inappropriate explanation. The prose
of these essays often demonstrates consistent weaknesses in writing, such as grammatical problems, a
lack of development or organization, or a lack of control.

1 Essays earning a score of 1 meet the criteria for a score of 2 but are undeveloped, especially
simplistic in their explanation, weak in their control of writing, or do not cite even one source.

0 Indicates an on-topic response that receives no credit, such as one that merely repeats the prompt.

— Indicates a blank response or one that is completely off topic.
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AP® ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION
2009 SCORING COMMENTARY (Form B)

Question 1

Sample: 1A
Score: 8

This essay effectively forms the qualified argument that schools should support conformity only to a
certain degree, after which individualism should be allowed to rule. The student chooses to discuss
mandatory coursework as exemplary of the problem of too much conformity in public schools. Personal
evidence—the student’s own experience of not being able to take a class deemed necessary for the
student’'s academic development because of a required class—is appropriately used as a springboard for
the student to address the question: “Why am I not able to take journalism when it is fulfilling my personal
goals?” The student continues to demonstrate effective strategies of development by successfully
synthesizing several sources into the discussion. For instance, the essay responds to Source A by
elaboration rather than by repetition of the source, tying it to the student’s own assertion that one could
cover mandatory coursework in an online unit rather than physically sitting through a traditional course.
The student also responds to implicit counterarguments in Source D, noting that mere conformity does not
guarantee genuine socialization, which must be freely chosen to be trustworthy. Synthesis of the other
sources used (Sources C and G), while brief, is nonetheless effective and germane to the argument, as in
the student’s use of the cover design (Source C) to illustrate how “[e]ven at such a young age, are the
schools trying to conform the minds from evolving into individuals.” Although the student’s prose is not
particularly impressive and contains several flaws, the essay generally demonstrates a consistent control of
language.

Sample: 1B
Score: 6

This adequate response develops the argument that schools need to recognize students’ individuality and
place less emphasis on conformity. The essay demonstrates adequate control in developing its response to
the prompt, relying most heavily on the sources supporting the student’s thesis (Sources D and G), but also
addressing the sources that are interpreted as running contrary to the student’s argument (Sources F and
B). The student unifies the treatment of these sources in discussion, a demonstration of the core synthesis
task. The essay is strongest when it discusses the ways in which schools are perceived to be preventing
the development of independent thought, as when the student argues that “[t]ight schedules lock students
in; mandatory classes kill [the] motive to learn; boredom endured strips the curiousity [sic].” While the
control of language does display some lapses, and the sources are never explored or developed as fully as
they could be, the student’s prose is generally clear and the central argument adequately supported,
making this a good example of a response that merited a score of 6.

Sample: 1C
Score: 3

Although this essay does develop a position—namely, that schools should focus on the individual needs of
the students instead of making them conform to a set course of study—it does not adequately synthesize
the sources used as evidence. The essay makes only tangential reference to Sources E and A and is less
perceptive in its interpretation of Source F (the photo of a music class). After this limited attempt at
synthesis, the student finishes the essay with a series of assertions with little support: “Making a student
take a difficult test on a subject that doesn't interest them is ridicuolos [sic],” “I think standardized tests
should be banned completely,” and so on. Finally, the essay shows less maturity in its control of writing,
with simplistic language such as “conformity is the way to go” and errors in diction, syntax, and
mechanics, such as in the sentence that says, “Required testing goes along with required classes in my
opinion, its not needed.”
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