EXCELLENT
Demonstrates
excellence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

VERY GOOD
Suggests
excellence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

GOOD
Demonstrates
competence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

ADEQUATE
Suggests
competence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

WEAK

Suggests lack of
competence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

VERY WEAK
Demonstrates lack
of competence in
presentational
speaking and
cultural
knowledge

UNACCEPTABLE

Contains nothing
that earns credit

AP® CHINESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2009 SCORING GUIDELINES

Presentational Speaking: Cultural Presentation

TASK COMPLETION

Presentation addresses all aspects
of prompt with thoroughness and
detail

Well organized and coherent, with
a clear progression of ideas; use of
appropriate transitional elements
and cohesive devices; well-
connected discourse of paragraph
length

Cultural information is ample,
accurate, and detailed

Presentation addresses all aspects
of prompt

Well organized and coherent, with
a progression of ideas that is
generally clear; some use of
transitional elements and cohesive
devices; connected discourse of
paragraph length

Cultural information is accurate
and detailed

Presentation addresses all aspects
of prompt but may lack detail or
elaboration

Generally organized and coherent;
use of transitional elements and
cohesive devices may be
inconsistent; discourse of
paragraph length, although
sentences may be loosely
connected

Cultural information is accurate
but may lack detail

Presentation addresses topic
directly but may not address all
aspects of prompt

Portions may lack organization or
coherence; infrequent use of
transitional elements and cohesive
devices; disconnected sentences
Cultural information is generally
correct but has some inaccuracies

Presentation addresses topic only
marginally or addresses only some
aspects of prompt

Scattered information generally
lacks organization and coherence;
minimal or no use of transitional
elements and cohesive devices;
fragmented sentences

Cultural information has several
inaccuracies

Presentation addresses prompt
only minimally

Lacks organization and
coherence; very disjointed
sentences or isolated words
Cultural information has frequent
or significant inaccuracies

Mere restatement of the prompt

DELIVERY

Natural pace and intonation, with
minimal hesitation or repetition
Accurate pronunciation (including
tones), with minimal errors
Consistent use of register
appropriate to situation

Smooth pace and intonation, with
occasional hesitation and repetition
Occasional errors in pronunciation
(including tones)

Consistent use of register
appropriate to situation except for
occasional lapses

Generally consistent pace and
intonation, with intermittent
hesitation and repetition

May have several errors in
pronunciation (including tones),
which do not necessitate special
listener effort

May include several lapses in
otherwise consistent use of register
appropriate to situation

Inconsistent pace and intonation,
with hesitation and repetition that
interfere with comprehension
Errors in pronunciation (including
tones) sometimes necessitate
special listener effort

Use of register appropriate to
situation is inconsistent or includes
many errors

Labored pace and intonation, with
frequent hesitation and repetition
Frequent errors in pronunciation
(including tones) necessitate
constant listener effort

Frequent use of register
inappropriate to situation

Very labored pace and intonation,
with constant hesitation and
repetition

Frequent errors in pronunciation
(including tones) necessitate
intense listener effort

Constant use of register
inappropriate to situation

Clearly does not respond to the prompt; completely irrelevant to the topic

Not in Chinese

Blank (although recording equipment is functioning) or mere sighs

© 2009 The College Board. All rights reserved.

Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.com.

LANGUAGE USE

Rich and appropriate
vocabulary and idioms, with
minimal errors

Wide range of grammatical
structures, with minimal
errors

Appropriate vocabulary and
idioms, with sporadic errors

Variety of grammatical
structures, with sporadic
errors

Mostly appropriate vocabulary
and idioms, with errors that
do not generally obscure
meaning

Mostly appropriate
grammatical structures, with
errors that do not generally
obscure meaning

Limited appropriate
vocabulary and idioms, with
frequent errors that
sometimes obscure meaning;
intermittent interference from
another language

Mostly simple grammatical
structures, with frequent
errors that sometimes obscure
meaning

Minimal appropriate
vocabulary, with frequent
errors that obscure meaning;
repeated interference from
another language

Limited grammatical
structures, with frequent
errors that obscure meaning

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary, with frequent
errors that significantly
obscure meaning; constant
interference from another
language

Little or no control of
grammatical structures, with
frequent errors that
significantly obscure meaning



AP® CHINESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2009 SCORING COMMENTARY

Presentational Speaking: Cultural Presentation

Note: Students’ responses are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors. In the transcripts of
students’ speech quoted in the commentaries, a three-dot ellipsis indicates that the sample has been
excerpted. Two dots indicate that the student paused while speaking.

Overview

This task assesses speaking in the presentational communicative mode by having students make a
presentation on a cultural topic to a Chinese class. It consists of a single prompt that identifies a cultural
topic and directs students to select an example of that topic, describe it, and explain what makes it
significant. Students are allotted 4 minutes to prepare the presentation and 2 minutes to deliver the
presentation. The response receives a single holistic score based on how well it accomplishes the assigned
task; in addition to language skills, the score reflects the cultural knowledge exhibited in the response.

This year's task asked students to choose one Chinese art form (calligraphy, Beijing Opera, paper cutting,
etc.), describe it, and explain its significance.

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student’s Response

T ER G T uh B SCHCELIAN—dk. @ldn, Al 3 3 R IRk, #AAIRZ £, uh d- 20l SRR A=K
P e SR i, Al e B e O SR B . Ban, AR S Sy, 2 L b-, R T =8 = uh
=L EH. AR, B S S L uh iRl B MR & g, . Uh

B 2 LK Bl Al AP S B 5 5 — LK, A 5 uh (ORIZK—#% . Like, uh, h- uh fl AP sl & &
—AER), RARMRER. &2 ADud], 772 AYA S hua-, M [xiang3] KB —k. —d, 2 —
AN, A, A2/ NN i, PERAHUR S E R NG —" S (858, SRk,

A R B R S IR R uh B SR LA uh (PR, IRA S RRNIRHE R yv-, RAE S BIET . Un
Hllyil] ZysRi &R, &9, &1k FrLlum, uh TP SAUEERZ, wLHME S L ROIRER, AR 2
sh-, F15, 7. Um R sh-, BN A BISCHORUR B R [yit] & um AR TEAS IS (R0t
AT 1, A bia- FRIE TARMIRAVARE L, BHES LA E.

Commentary

The presentation addresses all aspects of the prompt with thoroughness and detail. Information about the
topic (Chinese painting) is ample, accurate, and detailed, and it is presented in a well-organized and
coherent fashion, with a clear progression of ideas. Some portions of the presentation are characterized by
inconsistent pace, with intermittent hesitation and repetition. The response employs rich vocabulary and a
wide range of grammatical structures, with errors that do not obscure meaning (£ 1] for Z:iili; 1R 25
I T for IR 5y 1), Some errors are immediately corrected by the student (iE il /7 {# to ig {HAHVL;

TR FZ I EE05 to IRFZ I HL ).
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Presentational Speaking: Cultural Presentation (continued)

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student’s Response

A EEHERE I uh FEAEE . Um SR TAE uh SRR uh WARFE ST, RAIEIEE
HEE, BV AMIE—HPEHE uh 58 A uh sh- ANd- uh AMAZE—EPHEEAGCAE S, uh EEEFIMA
Fif, o2 uh W —EAEH uh HERN um KR, ERjiedl. Um BFHEFWERIR AT LU EHVE S uh
NITH, NEETE . FRAFIE ZA LS, nEREEFE um E5, &9, JEHEZ. HFRMEREAeTd
BARK, % .. sh-uh KIZEEMNRE . R0 UG AR Z M #Ehuall . um 1l HARAT DUEER BLARLL
& huall. tHH[jiel] uh —F%F uh JUE, RZNHHGE, PR HE SR A S5 E A TE,
e g e um A4, ALFEE. Um m BT RNERAEZAEREZ, 2 um R5E, um 22—
il A S i

Commentary

The presentation addresses all aspects of the prompt, but it lacks detail and elaboration, especially on the
significance of the topic (calligraphy), instead offering only repeated generalizations about calligraphy's
antiquity and importance (%5 153, AEH B2, JEH 41 = F8). In one instance where the student does cite a
specific source of calligraphy’s significance (W] L FHVEZEIL ... ANPIM#ETE), the follow-up comment giving
the student’s opinion on this issue is disappointing (FEAZEREA LY, Al R2RmEEs .. 2

... AFH B %), The presentation is generally organized and coherent, albeit somewhat repetitive. The pace
of delivery is for the most part consistent, with intermittent hesitation and repetition. Pronunciation is
generally good, with occasional errors that do not necessitate special listener effort. Vocabulary and
grammatical structures are mostly appropriate, with occasional errors that sometimes obscure meaning

(W7 W AR A RN . B, ERAMEEIEEALE, HagRE . AR,

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcript of Student’s Response
[extended silence] T AF HBEIRAT . . [laughter] . . NZA'E .. HIREFIFEY [extended pause] A4 . .
BB EUER P A A s B A

Commentary

The student begins with an appropriate topic (Beijing Opera) but merely states that it is very good
because it has a long history, it is intelligent (H28), and Beijing is China’s capital. The response consists of
a few very brief segments separated by long silences. Intonation and pronunciation are natural, and the
limited vocabulary and grammatical structures used are generally appropriate. However, the response is so
lacking in substance that it can only be regarded as demonstrating lack of competence in presentational
speaking and cultural knowledge.
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