AP® UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS
2008 SCORING GUIDELINES

Question 4
b points
Part (a): 2 points

One point is earned for each of two explanations of measures taken by some states that affected voter
turnout among African American citizens. Acceptable explanations are:

Literacy tests

Poll taxes

Grandfather clauses

Dilution of voting strength through redistricting
White primaries

Election procedures (notification, access)

Part (b): 2 points

One point is earned for each of two descriptions of alternative forms of participation. Acceptable
descriptions are:

Demonstrations/protests/public rallies/civil disobedience
Organized interest-group activity (e.g., NAACP)
Courts/litigation

Boycotts

Election activities other than voting (campaigning, donating)

Part (c): 1 point

One point is earned for a correct explanation of why an alternative form of participation was effective in
changing civil rights policies based on the response in (b).

The response must explain how or why policy outputs or outcomes result from participation, including the
following three elements:

e Participation
e [Linkage mechanism
e Policy output or outcome

A score of zero (0) is earned for an attempted answer that earns no points.

A score of dash (—) is earned for a blank or off-task answer.
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AP® UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS
2008 SCORING COMMENTARY

Question 4

Overview

The intent of the question was to show how voting rights of African Americans were abridged and how
alternative political action overcame barriers to the attainment of civil rights. The question asked students
to (a) explain how Southern states used legal methods to discourage African American participation in the
electoral process; (b) describe two alternative modes through which the civil rights movement led
organized efforts to affect policy change even though voting was an avenue closed to African Americans;
and (c) explain how one of the alternative forms of participation resulted in policy change in the arena of
civil rights.

Sample: 4A
Score: 5

In part (a) the student correctly explains, alluding to the poll tax, that “many poor African American
sharecroppers could not afford to pay at the polls,” earning 1 point. The student correctly explains that the
grandfather clause had the impact of “obviously excluding African Americans from participating,” earning
1 point.

In part (b) the student correctly states that African Americans used techniques such as civil disobedience
“to bring about a new era of political equality,” earning 1 point, and that boycotts “were effective in their
nonviolent power of bringing about awareness,” earning 1 point.

In part (c) the student correctly explains that civil disobedience (described in part [b]) “gave a platform to
the litigation” that allowed courts to deem the laws that were broken civilly as “unconstitutional,” earning
1 point.

Sample: 4B
Score: 3

In part (a) the student correctly explains that the poll tax affected participation because “[m]ost African
Americans after Reconstruction were poor and so could not afford to vote,” earning 1 point. The student then
correctly explains that the grandfather clause worked against African Americans, earning 1 point.

In part (b) the student earned 1 point by correctly stating that civil disobedience acted to “bring publicity and
activism to the civil rights cause.” The student failed to earn the second point with the argument that African
Americans joined the army to participate in the political process.

In part (c) the student fails to explain why a mode of participation effectively led to a change in policy and
therefore did not earn a point.
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AP® UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS
2008 SCORING COMMENTARY

Question 4 (continued)

Sample: 4C
Score: 2

In part (a) the student incorrectly discusses how the women's vote and absentee ballot affected African
American voting turnout and therefore did not earn any points.

In part (b) the student correctly states that African Americans engaged in interest group activity, including
“litigation,” through organizations such as the NAACP, earning 1 point.

In part (c) the student correctly explains that the NAACP (described in part [b]) engaged in “court trials that
will make a difference ... change will be brought about with new laws & policy,” earning 1 point.
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