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Paragraph Completion 
 
The paragraph completion part of the exam consists of two exercises: a passage in which root words are 
provided and two passages without root words. In the passage with root words, students may need to write 
more than one word, as illustrated by the following examples: 
 

1. A simple tense (visitaría), an infinitive (volver), a gerund (creyendo), etc. 
2. A compound tense (hemos llegado) 
3. A reflexive construction (se dio) 

 
In the passages without root words, students write one word.  

 
• Not acceptable are progressive constructions (estamos esperando) or periphrastic constructions 

that use infinitives (tenemos que esperar, voy a salir). 
 
• If a student writes more than one answer in the blank, all answers must be correct in order to receive 

credit. 
 
• Even if no change is required in a suggested word, students must write the word. “No change” or “no 

cambia” are not acceptable responses. 
 

• Answers with extra accents or missing accents are incorrect. 
 

• Students may use upper- or lowercase letters without penalty. 
 
Accepted Answers for Paragraph Completion: 
 

1. cotidianos 
 

2. ellos 
 

3. se reunirán / se reúnen 
 

4. nuestro 
 

5. tercer 
 

6. Aprovechando 
 

7. lingüísticos 
 

8. relativamente 
 

9. antigua 
 

10. ambas 
 
 
 
 
 

 
11.  a / jamás / mucho / nada / ni / nunca / tanto / 

todas / nadar / combatir / navegar / subir 
 
12.  en 
 
13.  como 
 
14.  desde / por 
 
15.  donde 
 
16.  por 
 
17.  sobre 
 
18.  aunque 
 
19.  su / otra 
 
20.  que  
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Paragraph Completion with Root Words 

 
Sample: PC-W-AA 
Score: 10 
Correct: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 
Incorrect: none 
 
This is an excellent sample. The passage was completed logically and grammatically, using the required 
forms of the words in parentheses. The student answers all questions correctly. 
 
Sample: PC-W-BB 
Score: 5 
Correct: 2, 5, 6, 7, 9 
Incorrect: 1, 3, 4, 8, 10 
 
This is a mid-range sample. The student answers half of the questions correctly. Among the erroneous 
responses, the student uses “cotidianado” in number 1, an incorrect form of the adjective cotidianos. In 
number 3, the past tense in the answer does not correspond to the time frame of the paragraph, la semana 
entrante. In number 4, the possessive adjective “nuestra” does not agree with the noun idioma, which is 
masculine. In number 8, the adverb is misspelled as “relativiamente,” instead of the correct form, 
relativamente. In number 10, the adjective should agree with the feminine acepciones. 
 
Sample: PC-W-CC 
Score: 2 
Correct: 1, 9 
Incorrect: 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10 
 
This is a low-scoring sample. The student answers only two questions correctly. Among the incorrect 
responses, number 2, “él,” does not agree with the nouns to which it refers, Las palabras y el lenguaje. In 
number 3, the verb form that the student provides, “reunirsen,” does not exist. Number 4, “nuestra,” should 
be nuestro because the reference is to a masculine word, idioma. Number 5 should be tercer because the 
final ”o” is dropped from the adjective when it is placed before the masculine noun, Congreso. Number 6 
needs a gerund, not an infinitive. In number 7, the word is misspelled. Number 8 should use the -mente 
form of the adverb, which is modifying an adjective, nuevo. Number 10 requires the feminine form as it is 
qualifying a feminine noun.  
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Paragraph Completion without Root Words 

 
Sample: PC-W/O-AA 
Score: 8 
Correct: 11, 12, 13, 15, 16, 17, 19, 20 
Incorrect: 14, 18 
 
This is a very good sample. The student completes the passage correctly, except for numbers 14 and 18. In 
number 14, the preposition desde is needed instead of “de” to indicate the direction from a place. (Also, de 
cannot be placed directly in front of the article el; rather, the contraction del would be required in that 
case.) In number 18, the adversative aunque fits the context of the sentence, whereas “además” does not.  
 
Sample: PC-W/O-BB 
Score: 6 
Correct: 11, 12, 15, 16, 19, 20 
Incorrect: 13, 14, 17, 18 
 
This is a mid-range sample in which the student answers six questions correctly. Among the erroneous 
responses, in number 13, the student uses the incorrect word, “lo,” to complete a comparison. In number 
14, the correct answer is either desde or por instead of “de.” In number 17, sobre, a function word, is 
required, not an infinitive. In number 18, “cuando” should have been aunque. 
 
Sample: PC-W/O-CC 
Score: 3 
Correct: 12, 17, 20 
Incorrect: 11, 13, 14, 15, 16, 18, 19 
 
This is a low-scoring sample. The student answers only three questions correctly. Among the erroneous 
responses, in number 11, the incorrect preposition “en” is used instead of a; in number 13, the word “que” 
is used instead of como; in number 14, the incorrect preposition “en” is used instead of desde or por; and in 
number 16, the incorrect preposition “a” is used instead of por. In number 15, the student writes “para” 
instead of the correct answer, donde. In number 18, the reflexive “se” is used instead of the correct 
response, aunque. In number 19, the student incorrectly chooses “la” instead of either su or otra.  
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