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SCORE DESCRIPTION TASK COMPLETION* TOPIC DEVELOPMENT* LANGUAGE USE* 
5 

Demonstrates 
excellence 

HIGH 
A writing sample that 
demonstrates 
excellence in 
Interpersonal Writing 
accomplishes the 
following: 

• Fully addresses and 
completes the task 

• Responds fully and 
appropriately to all or 
almost all of the 
parts/prompts of the 
writing task 

• Relevant, thorough treatment of 
all/almost all elements of the topic 

• Very well-organized, cohesive response  
• Accurate social and/or cultural references 

included 

• Control of a variety of structures and idioms; occasional errors may occur, 
but there is no pattern 

• Rich, precise, idiomatic vocabulary; ease of expression 
• Excellent command of conventions of the written language (orthography, 

sentence structure, paragraphing, and punctuation) 
• Register is highly appropriate 

4 
Demonstrates 

command 

MID–HIGH 
A writing sample that 
demonstrates command 
in Interpersonal Writing 
accomplishes the 
following: 

• Appropriately addresses 
and completes the task 

• Responds appropriately to 
all or almost all of the 
parts/prompts of the 
writing task 

• Relevant, well-developed treatment of 
the elements of the topic  

• Well-organized, generally cohesive 
response 

• Generally accurate social and/or cultural 
references included 

• Evidence of control of a variety of structures and idioms, although a few 
grammatical errors may occur; good to very good control of elementary 
structures 

• Considerable breadth of vocabulary 
• Conventions of the written language (orthography, sentence structure, 

paragraphing, and punctuation) are generally correct 
• Register is appropriate 

3 
Demonstrates 
competence 

MID 
A writing sample that 
demonstrates 
competence in 
Interpersonal Writing 
accomplishes the 
following: 

• Addresses and completes 
the task 

• Responds adequately to 
most parts/prompts of the 
writing task 

• Relevant treatment of the elements of the 
topic 

• Organized response with adequate 
cohesiveness  

• Generally appropriate social and/or 
cultural references included 

• Errors may occur in a variety of structures 
• Appropriate vocabulary, but may have occasional interference from another 

language  
• May have errors in conventions of the written language (orthography, 

sentence structure, paragraphing, and punctuation) 
• Register is generally appropriate 

2 
Suggests lack 

of 
competence 

MID–LOW 
A writing sample that 
suggests lack of 
competence in 
Interpersonal Writing 
can be described as 
follows: 

• Partially addresses and/or 
completes the task 

• Responds inappropriately 
to some parts/prompts of 
the writing task 

• May have some irrelevant treatment of 
elements of the topic 

• Response may have inadequate 
organization 

• Inaccurate social and/or cultural 
references may be included 

• Frequent grammatical errors may occur even in elementary structures; there 
may be some redeeming features, such as correct advanced structures 

• Limited vocabulary; frequent interference from another language may occur 
• Frequent errors in conventions of the written language (orthography, 

sentence structure, paragraphing, and punctuation) may be present 
• Register may be inappropriate 

1 
Demonstrates 

lack of 
competence 

 

LOW 
A writing sample that 
demonstrates lack of 
competence in 
Interpersonal Writing 
can be described as 
follows: 

• Does not complete the task 
• Responds inappropriately 

to most parts/prompts of 
the writing task 

• Irrelevant treatment of elements of the 
topic 

• Response may be disorganized 
• Inaccurate social and/or cultural 

references included 

• Numerous grammatical errors impede communication 
• Insufficient vocabulary; constant interference from another language 
• Pervasive errors in conventions of the written language (orthography, 

sentence structure, paragraphing, and punctuation) may interfere with 
written communication 

• Minimal to no attention to register 

0 A writing sample that receives this score may be blank, off task, completely irrelevant to the topic, written in a language other than Spanish, or a mere restatement of the topic; or, it may 
not provide sufficient language to evaluate. 
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AP® SPANISH LANGUAGE 
2008 SCORING COMMENTARY (Form B) 

 
Interpersonal Writing 

 
Sample: IW-AA 
Score: 5 
 
This writing sample demonstrates excellence in interpersonal writing. The task is fully addressed and 
completed with responses that are thorough and appropriate for all the prompts of the assignment. The 
message is very well organized, and the student demonstrates control of a variety of structures (“visitaré 
mucho sitios,” mi francés mejoraría,” “El hecho que finalmente yo pueda”), with very few mistakes (“venir 
aquí en Roma [sic]”). The writing displays ease of expression and rich vocabulary, with excellent command 
of conventions of the written language, although there are some minor spelling errors (“inamorarme [sic]”). 
Register is appropriate and consistently maintained.  
 
Sample: IW-BB 
Score: 3 
 
This writing sample demonstrates competence in interpersonal writing. It addresses and completes the 
task because it refers to the prompt and responds adequately to all of its parts. The message is relevant 
and well organized, including a salutation, paragraphs, a farewell, and a signature. The student shows the 
ability to control some simple structures (“Me interesa mucho el surfing”) but also makes a variety of errors 
(“Tu [sic] sabes todo del surfing,” “Ayer piensó [sic],” “tomó [sic] una decisión,” “me entusiasma mas [sic] 
de el [sic] surfing”). The vocabulary is appropriate, but with occasional interference from English 
(“balonmano,” “para [sic] una semana”). There are also orthographic mistakes (“sessión [sic],” “holandia 
[sic]”). The register is appropriate.  
 
Sample: IW-CC 
Score: 2 
 
This sample suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal writing. It only partially addresses the task, as 
it does not complete the fourth bulleted requirement, nor is there a farewell. The information that is given 
is relevant but incomplete. The control of some simple structures is limited (“vacaciones vengan más 
rápida”), yet there is evidence of good control of conventions of written language (“¿Cómo estás?”). The 
length of the response (49 words) is shorter than the expectation stated in the directions (at least 60 words 
in length). 
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