EXCELLENT
Demonstrates
excellence in
presentational
writing and
cultural
knowledge

VERY GOOD
Suggests
emerging
excellence in
presentational
writing and
cultural
knowledge

GOOD
Demonstrates
competence in
presentational
writing and
cultural
knowledge

ADEQUATE
Suggests
emerging
competence in
presentational
writing and
cultural
knowledge

WEAK

Suggests lack of
competence in
presentational
writing and
cultural
knowledge

VERY WEAK
Demonstrates lack
of competence in
presentational
writing and
cultural
knowledge

UNACCEPTABLE

Contains nothing
that earns credit

AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2008 SCORING GUIDELINES

Presentational Writing: Cultural Topic Posting

TASK COMPLETION

Posting addresses all aspects of
prompt with thoroughness and detail,
including expression of opinion or
feelings

Well-organized and coherent, with a
clear progression of ideas; use of
appropriate transitional elements and
cohesive devices

Cultural information is accurate and
detailed

Posting addresses all aspects of
prompt, including expression of
opinion or feelings

Well-organized and coherent, with a
progression of ideas that is generally
clear; some use of transitional
elements and cohesive devices
Minimal errors in cultural information

Posting addresses all aspects of
prompt, including expression of
opinion or feelings, but may lack
detail or elaboration

Generally organized and coherent;
use of transitional elements and
cohesive devices may be
inconsistent

Generally correct cultural information
with some inaccuracies

Posting addresses topic directly, but
may not address all aspects of prompt
Portions may lack organization or
coherence; infrequent use of
transitional elements and cohesive
devices

Cultural information may have several
inaccuracies

Posting addresses topic only
marginally or addresses only some
aspects of prompt

Scattered information generally lacks
organization and coherence; minimal
or no use of transitional elements and
cohesive devices

Cultural information has frequent or
significant inaccuracies

Posting addresses prompt only
minimally
Lacks organization and coherence

Cultural information almost entirely
inaccurate or missing

Mere restatement of the prompt

DELIVERY
Natural, easily flowing expression
Orthography and mechanics virtually
error free
Virtually no mistakes in use of kanji
according to AP Japanese kanji list
Consistent use of register and style
appropriate to situation

Generally exhibits ease of expression
Infrequent or insignificant errors in
orthography and mechanics
Occasional mistakes in use of kanji
according to AP Japanese kanji list
Consistent use of register and style
appropriate to situation except for
occasional lapses

Strained or unnatural flow of
expression does not interfere with
comprehensibility

Errors in orthography and mechanics
do not interfere with readability

May include several mistakes in use of
kanji according to AP Japanese kanji
list

May include several lapses in
otherwise consistent use of register
and style appropriate to situation

Strained or unnatural flow of
expression sometimes interferes with
comprehensibility

Errors in orthography and mechanics
may be frequent or interfere with
readability

May include frequent mistakes in use
of kanji according to AP Japanese kanji
list

Inconsistent use of register and style
appropriate to situation or includes
many errors

Labored expression frequently
interferes with comprehensibility
Errors in orthography and mechanics
frequent or interfere with readability
Frequent mistakes in use of kanji
according to AP Japanese kanji list
Frequent use of register and style
inappropriate to situation

Labored expression constantly
interferes with comprehensibility
Errors in orthography and mechanics
very frequent or significantly interfere
with readability

Minimal use of kanji according to AP
Japanese kanji list

Constant use of register and style
inappropriate to situation

Clearly does not respond to the prompt; completely irrelevant to the topic

Not in Japanese
Blank
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LANGUAGE USE
Rich vocabulary and idioms

Variety of appropriate
grammatical and syntactic
structures, with minimal or no
errors

Variety of vocabulary and
idioms, with sporadic errors

Appropriate use of grammatical
and syntactic structures, with
sporadic errors in complex
structures

Appropriate but limited
vocabulary and idioms

Appropriate use of grammatical
and syntactic structures, but
with several errors in complex
structures or limited to simple
structures

Some inappropriate vocabulary
and idioms interfere with
comprehensibility

Errors in grammatical and
syntactic structures
sometimes interfere with
comprehensibility

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
frequently interfere with
comprehensibility

Limited control of grammatical
and syntactic structures
frequently interferes with
comprehensibility or results in
fragmented language

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
constantly interfere with
comprehensibility

Limited control of grammatical
and syntactic structures
significantly interferes with
comprehensibility or results in
very fragmented language



Cultural Topic Posting

Sample: A

HARDOD U THET = AFT AV DENTALIZT I ANZDDY £, FEiZv o TET =X
ICE L IANRH> T HFHE /Xy T 7 X —I1ZF NV FTT, T/ MIFETLL O BWKEILAR
D 7= TT,

T MITIKHLINTT, WObESTELWNWTT, LN AR5 ITEND
ZEDLTNETFT NV NMIAL O PEETEZOEOAITT N T, ZHEb X o L iEnEnL e
BHUNEF VLV PEEDPLEND ERIL LR TT,

TN RMITSADIZRY ET, v HTRENTZTEDPZZWVANITR> TS 6F 1 b
WO BIENPDANEELHTDICERNET, ETHLEXNRHS TOOHENAZE L ET,

WOBL T MEE o ERUTHED 72WNWTT, SV L XIEKEITT VRV b0 L HToEN
B ThHPRO STV MIBEELS SA N =72 L ThexbdFERA, TV NOFICERE
N DM EEZETT-DIC OB N ALY £97,

WOLHL L TADINIZR > THRAUEDMETF IV MIEEWS Yy 77 X & EunET,



Cultural Topic Posting
Sample: B

RTIZEUNLTH? RTZEVNIRDOHE R FEANTE, RTIZEIIRENORZHMOaR >
r7Z, TH, AENZWVLAEFWVLIERELI NSO ZoMouR v MIMAZL 2V, RITE
VORETHDOL Lo LD WEIRBOF, ZOBOFIFARYRNDHLLTE 20 LERITE
WCTAEZ LD RTZEUNODEITE, FIZEITETHERI L CTHEERH NG, T
IR T RKRIFET, A RTZEIEZHOFO 2T TCWVWAREHOBEDO I N T =F
YOBLATEFEDLDINTENPOZLEET D, THh, bHEAARTIZEUNRNPNEA, O E
IDOZEBLZzTCWS, £, FUIRTZEUNTENTE, DWW NG Ts



Cultural Topic Posting

Sample: C

FO—FAFEh br T, E<IEETHLREVEPDWVWNTT, F—L LT METT, 1E
IERTFAHIZWET, ZAbWET X, KEZBIFZWTT, Fhed R—ABHotnT 7
DOENRHYFE L, ITFAET AV A TIELFDD2TT, b hEOBRENT = AL T3, B
HH2PHDWWNTT XL, BHAEDOZ IFATRE L, P haRdTTExARTYy, FATREHFXTT, B
EIZFEHDE N haRnFE T, M—IXAHE2TT .,



AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2008 SCORING COMMENTARY

Presentational Writing: Cultural Topic Posting
Overview

This task assesses writing in the presentational communicative mode by requiring students to write a
posting on a cultural topic in a Web forum for students of Japanese. It consists of a single prompt, which
identifies a cultural topic, directs the students to select an example of that topic, and details how the
example should be discussed in the posting. Students are allotted 20 minutes to write a posting of 300—400
characters or longer. The response receives a single, holistic score, based on how well it accomplishes the
assigned task; in addition to language skills, the score reflects the cultural knowledge exhibited in the
response.

The prompt on the 2008 exam instructed students to select an example of a Japanese fictional character,
such as Momotaro, Totoro, etc.; to describe in detail at least three different characteristics of the character;
and to express their opinion or feelings about the character.

Sample: A
Score: b

This posting suggests emerging excellence in presentational writing and cultural knowledge. It addresses
all aspects of the prompt, including expression of opinion, in detail. It is generally well organized and
coherent with a clear progression of ideas. The description of Naruto’s personality and appearance in the
second paragraph is the only weakness. Cultural information is quite accurate. Expression is natural and

flows easily. Orthographic and kanji errors are limited to 7 /> K, k L =27 (katakana), S\ L X, and
& 7= % (missing kanji). Use of register and style are appropriate and consistent. Vocabulary and idioms are
varied and appropriate, with only a few mistakes (such as % 7 %) that do not interfere with
comprehensibility. There are some grammatical and syntactic errors (/N7 A I NGB H VY £3°, 7210 H 0
2720 B REITRNEE D, 580 < ITRLY 721Y), but they do not impede comprehensibility.

Sample: B
Score: 3

This posting suggests emerging competence in presentational writing and cultural knowledge. It
addresses all aspects of the prompt, including some expression of opinion (contained in the incomplete
sentence at the end). The description of Doraemon'’s characteristics is not well organized, and the
progression of ideas is not very clear. Cultural information is correct (“Doraemon” is normally written K
Z b A, not K7 T but the all-katakana version is also used in Japan). There are some orthographic
errors (L TH, Bl o & OHR, B L 2 0)and missing kanji (1£72% 5, TA, 02 L5, BLAZ, b
T, 72U 9" X). Use of register and style is appropriate and consistent, although the final incomplete
sentence seems to end with C9". With the exception of 7>\ & A, which is not comprehensible, use of
vocabulary and expressions is appropriate. There are a number of errors, some that impede
comprehension, in grammatical and syntactic structures (e.g., N7 =FE N L TH, JHiFA7=< 72\, use of
several H D, FARITENTAZ L5, FHPEFE NG XD L)
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AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2008 SCORING COMMENTARY

Presentational Writing: Cultural Topic Posting (continued)

Sample: C
Score: 1

This posting demonstrates lack of competence in presentational writing and cultural knowledge. It only
minimally addresses the prompt and lacks organization and coherence. The little cultural information that
is included is inaccurate (J# C7). It is also very short (fewer than 200 characters). Although the posting
includes some correct use of kanji, other orthographic errors frequently interfere with readability (examples
include 7 «4 bk, 7 7, and ¥ ). The student demonstrates limited control of syntactic structures, which
significantly interferes with comprehensibility (e.g., IZ < [Z_XTAIZWET, 77 YD ER HY F L7z,
ELITDOHRTT, BB EH DX b e GFETY).
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