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2008 AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE FREE-RESPONSE QUESTIONS

Overview

Key screen images from the free-response section of the AP Japanese Language and Culture Exam are
included in this document. The actual exam includes other screens, such as message boxes and help
screens, which students may view while taking the exam. On screens where the “Show Time” button
appears, students have the option to display the time remaining to complete the task. The exam screens
are dynamic, with changing information (e.g., audio progress bar, count-down clock), while the screen
images that follow are static, representing a particular moment during the exam.

This document also includes scripts for recorded material that students heard during the exam. However,
recording scripts are not provided for directions screens, where the audio portion matches verbatim the
text appearing on the screen.
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2008 AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE FREE-RESPONSE QUESTIONS

APdapanese Language & Culture -Antng

C?}ollageBoard

Writing Part Directions

You will participate in a simulated exchange of text-chat messages and respond to prompts that require
extended responses.

The input method for typing Japanese text is the Microsoft IME . This method allows you to type in different
modes, whichyou can select from the drop-down list as necessary. Hiragana mode () allows you to
produce hiragana and to convert to kanji and katakana. F-W Katakana (Full-width Katakana) mode (#)
allows you to produce katakana. Direct Input mode (A) allows you to produce English letters. Mote that
you should use English letters only in cases where they would normally be used in authentic Japanese
wiiting. Do not use romajl or English as a substifute for words that should be wiitten in Japanese.

For all tasks, you will hawe a specific amount of response time. A clock at the top of the screen will show
you how much time is remaining to write your response.

YWhen the response time has ended, you will automatically go on to the next question. You cannot return to
previous guestions.
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APdapanese Language & Culture -Antng

CqullegeBoard

Writing Part Directions: Text Chat

Youwill participate in a simulated exchange of text-chat messages. Each time it is your turn to wirite, you
will hawe 90 seconds to respond. You should respond as fully and as appropriately as possible.

There will be sixtimes when itis your turm to write.

Youwill now begin this part.
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Visit apcentral.collegeboard.com (for AP professionals) and www.collegeboard.com/apstudents (for students and parents)

4



2008 AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE FREE-RESPONSE QUESTIONS

APdapanese Language & Culture -Antng

C?JollegeBoard

Giuestion i/ of8

Directions: You will participate in a simulated exchange of text-chat messages. Each time it is your turn to write, you will have 90 seconds to
respond. You should respond as fulky and as appropriately as possible.

You will have a conversation with Akira Nakamura, a high school student in Japan, about how high school students dress.

Give some examples. CulI Pastel Undol ReduI Hide Char. Count | 0 |Hiragana |.v|

3. PAUDOEE| |
ERICITE T TH.

SREOREICOLTERIL £
I T W FATFEIRAS T
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APdapanese Language & Culture -Antng

C?JollegeBoard

Giuestion 2 of8

Directions: You will participate in a simulated exchange of text-chat messages. Each time it is your turn to write, you will have 90 seconds to
respond. You should respond as fulky and as appropriately as possible.

You will have a conversation with Akira Nakamura, a high school student in Japan, about how high school students dress.

Give some examples. CulI Pastel Undol ReduI Hide Char. Count | 0 |Hiragana |Iv|

FITTH., TREEANRBREERICETIT-> I ||
(T s T hhvFETH,
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APdapanese Language & Culture -Antng

C?JollegeBoard

Giuestion slofi8

Directions: You will participate in a simulated exchange of text-chat messages. Each time it is your turn to write, you will have 90 seconds to
respond. You should respond as fulky and as appropriately as possible.

You will have a conversation with Akira Nakamura, a high school student in Japan, about how high school students dress.

Respond. CulI Pastel Undol ReduI Hide Char. Couml 0 |Hiragana |Iv|

ELEENSE TIILTRLRES TS, K4
E3LFTh.
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APdapanese Language & Culture -Antng

C?JollegeBoard

Giuestion 4iof8

Directions: You will participate in a simulated exchange of text-chat messages. Each time it is your turn to write, you will have 90 seconds to
respond. You should respond as fulky and as appropriately as possible.

You will have a conversation with Akira Nakamura, a high school student in Japan, about how high school students dress.

Justify your opinion. CulI Pastel Undol ReduI Hide Char. Count | 0 |Hiragana |.v|

BAICEHROB 3BHNZ LOTTN, Bk
FRICARD H S ZIFID L EBLWET . Fh
FEIHLTTTh,
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APdapanese Language & Culture -Antng

C%OHGQGBOEIG Girestion blof8

Directions: You will participate in a simulated exchange of text-chat messages. Each time it is your turn to write, you will have 90 seconds to
respond. You should respond as fulky and as appropriately as possible.

You will have a conversation with Akira Nakamura, a high school student in Japan, about how high school students dress.

Explain your preference. CulI Pastel Undol ReduI Hide Char. Count | 0 |Hiragana |Iv|

FNTIR. HATEEALGIRPEFES T D,
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APdapanese Language & Culture -Antng

C?JollegeBoard

Giuestion6iofi8

Directions: You will participate in a simulated exchange of text-chat messages. Each time it is your turn to write, you will have 90 seconds to
respond. You should respond as fulky and as appropriately as possible.

You will have a conversation with Akira Nakamura, a high school student in Japan, about how high school students dress.

Ask a specific question. CulI Pastel Undol ReduI Hide Char. Count | 0 |Hiragana |Iv|

FNTIE. BEOEFED T » v a3 Ic 2T
AT L IEE Ly,
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APdapanese Language & Culture -Antng

CqullegeBoard

Writing Part Directions: Extended Writing

Youwill be asked to write in Japanese in a variety of ways_ In each case, you will be asked to write for a
specific purpose and for a specific audience. You should wirite in as complete a manner as possible,
taking into account the purpose and the audience described.

There will be two writing tasks.

Youwill now begin this part.
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APdapanese Language & Culture -Antng

C?JollegeBoard Giuestion /i of8

Directions: You will be asked towrite in Japanese in a variety of ways. In each case, youwill be asked to write for a specific purpose and for a
specifiic audience. You should write in as complete a manner as possible, taking into account the purpose and the audience described.

CulI Pastel Undol ReduI Hide Char. Couml [ |Hiragana -

You are writing an article for the student newspaper of your sister
school in Japan. Write an article in which you compare and contrast
using only kana and kanji and using only romaji. Based on your
personal experience, describe at least THREE aspects of each and
highlight the similarities and differences bebween using only kana and
lkanji and using only romaji. Also, state your preference and give
reasons forit.

Your article should be 300 to 400 characters or longer. Use the
desu/masu or da (plain) style, but use one style consistently. Also,
use kanji wherever kanji from the AP Japanese kanji listis
appropriate. You have 20 minutes to write.
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APdapanese Language sCulure = Writing

C?JollegeBoard

Giuestion8iofg

Directions: You will be asked towrite in Japanese in a variety of ways. In each case, you will be asked to write for a specific purpose and for a
specific audience. You should write in as complete a manner as possible, taking into account the purpose and the audience described.

CulI Pastel Undul ReduI Hide Char. Cuuml [ |Hiragana hd

You are responding to a posting in a Web forum for high schoaol
students of Japanese. The posting asks about fictional characters in
Japan. Select ONE example of a Japanese fictional character, such
as Momotaro, Totoro, etc. Describe in detail at least THREE
characteristics of the fictional character. Also, express your opinion or
feelings about the fictional character.

Your posting should be 300 to 400 characters or longer. Use the
desuf/masu or da (plain) style, but use one style consistently. Also,
use kanji wherewver kanji from the Al Japanese kanji listis
appropriate. You have 20 minutes to write.
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APdapanese Language & Culture - Speaking

CqullageBoard

Speaking Part Directions

You will participate in two simulated conversations and make an announcement and two presentations.

For the announcement and the presentations, you will have a specific amount of preparation time. During the preparation
time, a clockwill show you how much time is remaining.

For all the tasks, you will have a specific amount of response time. During the response time, a clock will show you howe
much time is remaining.

When the response time has ended, you will automatically go on to the next guestion. You cannot refurn to previous
questions.

Your cue to start speaking will always be this tone.

© 2008 The College Board. All rights reserved.
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APdapanese Language & Culture - Speaking

CqullegeBoard

Speaking Part Directions: Conversation

You will participate in a simulated conversation. Each time it is your turn to speak, you will have 20
seconds to record. You should respond as fully and as appropriately as possible.

There will be four imes when itis your trm to speak.

You will now begin this part.
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APdapanese Language & Culture - Speaking

C?JollegeBoard Giuestiornd ol

Directions: You will participate in a simulated conversation. Each time it is your turn to speak, you will have 20 seconds to record. You
should respond as fulky and as appropriately as possible.

Youwill have a conversation with Yumiko Tanaka, a study-abroad program coordinator, about staying with a family in Japan.

RESPONSE TIME

00:00:20

Note: Students saw the exam screen above for each of the individual questions that together compose this
task. Only the screen image for the first question is shown here, but during the exam, each of the screens
indicated the number of the question the students were responding to.

© 2008 The College Board. All rights reserved.
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2008 AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE FREE-RESPONSE QUESTIONS

The following text is the recording script for the audio portion of the task shown in the previous screen
image. Students heard this audio during the exam administration, but this text does not appear in the
exam and is provided here for reference only.

N: You will have a conversation with Yumiko Tanaka, a study-abroad program coordinator, about
staying with a family in Japan.

Speaking Question 1 of 11
WA: HADKALNZ 7 IV —DZ L TTTE, EARFEBHEDINNTT D,

[TONE]
(20 seconds)

Speaking Question 2 of 11
WA: WVWONLWNDETHE—LRT A LIZWTT D,

[TONE]
(20 seconds)

Speaking Question 3 of 11
WA: H., 29 TTh, RARTZ7IV—LEARTENRLIEVTT M,

[TONE]
(20 seconds)

Speaking Question 4 of 11

WA: S0 FEL7E, Lo, AR WWKRA N 77 I U =2 B0 406, bbb AARGE

DRFRMB AT > TE T ZE NI,
[TONE]

(20 seconds)
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APdapanese Language & Culture - Speaking

CqullegeBoard

Speaking Part Directions: Return Telephone Call

You will participate in a simulated telephone conversation with someone you are calling back after
receiving a message. First, you will listen to the voice message. Then the telephone callwill begin. Each
time it is your turn to speak, you will have 20 seconds to record. You should respond as fully and as
appropriately as possible.

There will be four times when it is your turn to speak.

Youwill nowe begin this part.
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APdapanese Language & Culture - Speaking

C?}ollegeBoard GiuestionSiofdl

Directions: You will participate in a simulated telephone conversation with someone you are calling back after receiving a message. First,
you will listen to the voice message. Then the telephone call will begin. Each time it is your turn to spealk, you will have 20 seconds to
record. You should respond as fully and as appropriately as possible.

00:00:20

Note: Students saw the exam screen above for each of the individual questions that together compose this
task. Only the screen image for the first question is shown here, but during the exam, each of the screens
indicated the number of the question the students were responding to.

© 2008 The College Board. All rights reserved.
Visit apcentral.collegeboard.com (for AP professionals) and www.collegeboard.com/apstudents (for students and parents)

19



2008 AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE FREE-RESPONSE QUESTIONS

The following text is the recording script for the audio portion of the task shown in the previous screen
image. Students heard this audio during the exam administration, but this text does not appear in the
exam and is provided here for reference only.

N: Listen to the voice message.

WA: b Lb L. BRZIFA] UL T T D/IRTE, SED T T THATOFEBO Z LT, EARBH
LELIEZVWZIERBED FT DT, BEIEIZIN,

N: Now the telephone call will begin. After the phone is answered, begin with a greeting and then
explain why you are calling.

([Telephone] [Rings twice and picks up])

Speaking Question 5 of 11
WA: HLbHL., /PMRTT,

[TONE]
(20 seconds)

Speaking Question 6 of 11
WA: HDH, FEiX, ZHHOFROTHEID M—F AL ERF v EMIRob ool AT X,

[TONE]
(20 seconds)

Speaking Question 7 of 11
WA: ZIT, TOFHEDOAT P a— N EBEZTHDHATTR, £ LizbnnE BunEdin,

[TONE]
(20 seconds)

Speaking Question 8 of 11
WA: &b, £HTT4, Lo, £HoLELEI, TR, LT,

[TONE]

(20 seconds)
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APdapanese Language & Culture - Speaking

CqullageBoard

Speaking Part Directions: School Announcement

Imagine that you are making an announcement in Japanese to an assembly of Japanese students visiting
your school. First, vou will see some notes in English about what to include in your announcement. You will
have 1 minute to prepare your announcement while you look at the notes. Then you will have 1 minute to
record your announcement. Your announcement should have an opening remark. details according to the
notes, and a closing remark. Deliver your announcement using complete sentences in deswimasy style.

You will now begin this part.

© 2008 The College Board. All rights reserved.
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APdapanese Language & Culture - Speaking

C?JollegeBoard Giuestion@lofdf

Directions: Imagine that you are making an announcement in Japanese to an assembly of Japanese students visiting your school. First, you will
see some notes in English about what to include in your announcement. You will have 1 minute to prepare your announcement while you loolk at
the notes. Then you will have 1 minute to record your announcement. Your announcement should have an opening remark. details according to
the notes, and a closing remark. Deliver your announcement Using complete sentences in desudmasy style.

Motes:

Monday, June 1, 8004 m —800 P M.
Trip: Century Theme Parlk in Jamestown
Ieet at park entrance at 745 4 m.

Cost: $35 (admission and lunch)
Tickets: school bookstore

Preparation Time: 60 Seconds
Response Time: 60 Seconds

PREPARATION TIME

00:01:00

© 2008 The College Board. All rights reserved.
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2008 AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE FREE-RESPONSE QUESTIONS

The following text is the recording script for the audio portion of the task shown in the previous screen
image. Students heard this audio during the exam administration, but this text does not appear in the
exam and is provided here for reference only.

Speaking Question 9 of 11

N: You have one minute to prepare your announcement.
(60 seconds)

N: You have one minute to record your announcement.
[TONE]

(60 seconds)

© 2008 The College Board. All rights reserved.
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APdapanese Language & Culture - Speaking

CqullageBoard

Speaking Part Directions: Story Narration

Imagine that you are making an oral presentation to your Japanese class. Inyour presentation, you wall
narrate a story. First, youwill see pictures depicting the story. You will have 4 minutes to prepare your
narration while you look at the pictures. Then you will have 2 minutes to record your narration. Narrate a
complete story as suggested by the pictures. Give your story a beginning, a middle, and an end. Marrate
your story using complete sentences in desu/masy style.

Youwill now begin this part.

© 2008 The College Board. All rights reserved.
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APdapanese Language & Culture - Speaking

Giuestion|d 0lotidd

Directions: Imagine that you are making an oral presentation to your Japanese class. In your presentation, you will narrate a story. First, you will
see pictures depicting the story. You will have 4 minutes to prepare your narration while you look at the pictures. Then you will have 2 minutes to
record your narration. Narrate a complete story as suggested by the pictures. Give your story a beginning. a middle. and an end. Marrate your
story Using complete sentences in dasu/dmasy style.

Preparation Time: 240 Scconds
Response Time: 120 Seconds

PREPARATION TIME

00:04:00
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2008 AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE FREE-RESPONSE QUESTIONS

The following text is the recording script for the audio portion of the task shown in the previous screen
image. Students heard this audio during the exam administration, but this text does not appear in the
exam and is provided here for reference only.

Speaking Question 10 of 11

N: You have four minutes to prepare your narration.
(240 seconds)

N: You have two minutes to record your narration.
[TONE]

(120 seconds)
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APdapanese Language & Culture - Speaking

CqullegeBoard

Speaking Part Directions: Cultural Perspective Presentation

Imagine that you are making an oral presentation to your Japanese class. First, you will read and hear the
tapic for your presentation. You will have 4 minutes to prepare your presentation. Then you will have 2
minutes to record your presentation. Your presentation should be as full as possible.

Youwill now begin this part.
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APdapanese Language & Culture - Speaking

C%dl"gemd Guestion 10 of 41

Directions: Imagine that you are making an oral presentation to your Japanese class. First, you will read and hear the topic for your
presentation. Yol will have 4 minutes to prepare your presentation. Then you will have 2 minutes to record your presentation. Your presentation
should be as full as possible.

Present your own view or perspective on Japanase pop culture. Discuss at least FIVE aspects
or examples of Japanese pop culfure.

Begin with an appropriate introduction, give details, explain your own view or perspective, and

end with a concluding remark.

Preparation Time: 240 Seconds
Response Time: 120 Seconds

PREPARATION TIME

00:04 .00
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2008 AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE FREE-RESPONSE QUESTIONS

The following text is the recording script for the audio portion of the task shown in the previous screen
image. Students heard this audio during the exam administration, but this text does not appear in the
exam and is provided here for reference only.

Speaking Question 11 of 11

N: Present your own view or perspective on Japanese pop culture. Discuss at least FIVE aspects or
examples of Japanese pop culture.

Begin with an appropriate introduction, give details, explain your own view or perspective, and
end with a concluding remark.

N: You have four minutes to prepare your presentation.
(240 seconds)

N: You have two minutes to record your presentation.
[TONE]

(120 seconds)
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