AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE

2008 SCORING GUIDELINES
Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation and Return Telephone Call

EXCELLENT .
Demonstrates
excellence in
interpersonal
speaking

VERY GOOD .
Suggests

emerging

excellence in
interpersonal
speaking

GOOD .
Demonstrates
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

ADEQUATE .
Suggests

emerging
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

WEAK .
Suggests lack of
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

VERY WEAK .
Demonstrates

lack of

competence in
interpersonal
speaking

UNACCEPTABLE o«
Contains nothing °

that earns credit .

TASK COMPLETION

Directly addresses prompt and
provides a very thorough and
appropriate response;
includes elaboration and
detail

Directly addresses prompt and
provides a thorough and
appropriate response; may
include elaboration and detail

Directly addresses prompt and
provides an appropriate
response

Directly addresses prompt and
provides a basic but
appropriate answer

Directly addresses prompt and
provides an appropriate but
incomplete answer

Addresses prompt minimally
or marginally

Mere restatement of the prompt

DELIVERY
Natural, easily flowing expression

Natural pace with minimal
hesitation or repetition

Pronunciation virtually error free

Consistent use of register and
style appropriate to situation

Generally exhibits ease of
expression

Smooth pace with occasional
hesitation or repetition, which
does not distract from the
message

Infrequent or insignificant errors
in pronunciation

Consistent use of register and
style appropriate to situation
except for occasional lapses

Strained or unnatural flow of
expression does not interfere with
comprehensibility

Generally consistent pace with
some unnatural hesitation or
repetition

Errors in pronunciation do not
necessitate special listener effort
May include several lapses in
otherwise consistent use of
register and style appropriate to
situation

Strained or unnatural flow of
expression sometimes interferes
with comprehensibility
Inconsistent pace marked by
some hesitation or repetition
Errors in pronunciation sometimes
necessitate special listener effort
Inconsistent use of register and
style appropriate to situation or
includes many errors

Labored expression frequently
interferes with comprehensibility
Frequent hesitation or repetition
Frequent errors in pronunciation
necessitate constant listener effort
Frequent use of register and style
inappropriate to situation

Labored expression constantly
interferes with comprehensibility

Constant hesitation or repetition
Frequent errors in pronunciation
necessitate intense listener effort
Constant use of register and style
inappropriate to situation

Clearly does not respond to the prompt

“I don’t understand,” “Please repeat,” or equivalent in Japanese

Not in Japanese

Blank (although recording equipment is functioning) or mere sighs
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LANGUAGE USE
Rich vocabulary and idioms
Excellent use of grammar and

syntax, with minimal or no
errors

Variety of vocabulary and
idioms, with sporadic errors
Appropriate use of grammatical
and syntactic structures, with
sporadic

errors in complex structures

Appropriate but limited
vocabulary and idioms

Appropriate use of grammatical
and syntactic structures, but
with several errors in complex
structures or limited to simple
structures

Some inappropriate vocabulary
and idioms interfere with
comprehensibility

Errors in grammatical and
syntactic structures
sometimes interfere with
comprehensibility

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
frequently interfere with
comprehensibility

Limited control of grammatical
and syntactic structures
frequently interferes with
comprehensibility or results in
fragmented language

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
constantly interfere with
comprehensibility

Limited control of grammatical
and syntactic structures
significantly interferes with
comprehensibility or results in
very fragmented language
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Interpersonal Speaking: Return Telephone Call
Note: In transcriptions of students’ responses, two dots indicate a pause.
Overview

This task assesses students' speaking abilities in the interpersonal communicative mode by having them
respond as part of a simulated telephone conversation. It comprises a voice message for students to listen
to, followed by the conversation, which the student initiates and which includes four exchanges. Students
have 20 seconds to speak at each turn in the conversation. Each of the four responses receives a holistic
score, based on how well it accomplishes the assigned task; all four scores count equally in calculating the
total score.

The task on the 2008 exam required responding to a message from Ms. Kobayashi, who requested a return
phone call regarding plans for a club trip.

Return Telephone Call 1

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcription of Student Response

HLb L, ZAIEHIE, L. BEFHFEZVZ72V T [identifying information deleted] T4, ..

BAGIZY 7T HATICOVWTERABHMOE LT NWZ ERHDHEA v E—U RS> TV THTREBL
723N, BEEBMOELEZNWI EoT—RKRATL X I,

Commentary

The student responds to the prompt fully and appropriately with detail and elaboration. The response flows
easily. Even though there are a few hesitations, the pace is natural. Rich vocabulary and idioms, such as
BEIEEWZTE W, A vy E—U0 K-> TV 2, and — K72 A TL X 9 7>, are used. The student shows
excellent control of grammar and syntax with minimal errors. This response demonstrates excellence in
interpersonal speaking.

Sample: B
Score: 3

Transcription of Student Response
Z A2 HIE, FLIZ [identifying information deleted] T9, H—. ™A A A vE—T %, BA, ..
floleh . b—, Eiix LET, IALIBBEWLET,

Commentary

While this response appropriately addresses the prompt, it does so without specifically addressing the
content of the stimulus. There are grammatical and syntactic errors, and use of vocabulary and idioms is
limited. The flow of expression is strained, but this does not interfere with comprehensibility. The response
would have earned a higher score with a greater variety of vocabulary, more elaboration, and a stronger
control of grammar.
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Return Telephone Call 1 (continued)

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcription of Student Response
H LH L. lidentifying information deleted] S A CT9, H—, Avt—T%. . LEL, H—.
HRDODSANSL —D. . TT, H—., .. IFTW\I?

Commentary

The student directly addresses prompt and provides an appropriate but incomplete answer. The response
is limited, and insufficient vocabulary (H A 5 A5 > < D), grammar control (A vt —U % LE L72),
and labored expression frequently interfere with comprehensibility. The response would have earned a
higher score had it included appropriate vocabulary and demonstrated better control of grammar.

© 2008 The College Board. All rights reserved.
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.com.



AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2008 SCORING COMMENTARY

Return Telephone Call 2

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcription of Student Response

f—=F A MEF XY BUIZRSTZATT D, H—. ZHUREFALITFRETT R, THLE OFTFAE
23, T, kD Z EiE, 9—A, RALHERVWATTNG, H—, EH5L LD, FRIEFRETT A,
D NIZE W6 £ 5 TT D,

Commentary

This response is thorough and appropriate. The student maintains a natural pace with minimal hesitation
and repetition. Register and grammar are appropriate, and vocabulary is very rich. This response suggests
excellence in interpersonal speaking.

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcription of Student Response

b—. TORATT N, TLEEL, HDO, £, LETHh,

Commentary

The student addresses the prompt directly and provides an appropriate answer. Although there is some
unnatural hesitation, the pace is generally consistent. Had the response been elaborated and used a
greater variety of vocabulary and idioms, it could have earned a higher score.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcription of Student Response

bbto 12, ol M, ARy, T, Th, WWTT L, H—RITs ..

Commentary

The student directly addresses the prompt and provides an appropriate but incomplete answer. Frequent
hesitation interferes with delivery. The use of register and style are inappropriate to the situation, and
limited control of grammatical and syntactic structures interferes with comprehensibility. The response
could have earned a higher score had the appropriate register been used and a stronger control of
grammar been demonstrated.

© 2008 The College Board. All rights reserved.
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.com.



AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2008 SCORING COMMENTARY

Return Telephone Call 3

Sample: A
Score: 5

Transcription of Student Response
FHEORT Y a— b 21T, b—, BRI ZERANEIALNWTT ), £tk b, uh, ..
EREHNNTT, THENIAARD, 2, BR%Z uh, EX7ZWVWATT,

Commentary

This response directly addresses the prompt, makes a concrete suggestion, and includes elaboration.
Although there are some hesitations that create an unnatural flow, they do not distract from the message.
The student also uses a variety of vocabulary and idioms, and both style and register are appropriate. The
response suggests emerging excellence in interpersonal speaking.

Sample: B
Score: 3

Transcription of Student Response
b—h. . ZE&p—.  Lodb—. . LVHAT . MOES —FT— H— IZSHBL T, 22&5..
FAEIZTY . 2ok p . RIATEEEALDL,

Commentary

This student provides a basic but appropriate response that includes a concrete suggestion at the end.
While the hesitation sound, X > & #—, is appropriate, the student uses it frequently. Vocabulary is
limited. This response could have earned a higher score with fewer errors in grammatical structures, a
richer vocabulary, and a more fluid delivery. The student demonstrates emerging competence in
interpersonal speaking.

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcription of Student Response
H, £H5TFhR, T, uhIZTiEbrobt— WERLL TR, b—., S5Ab—., 1INDH.. . DF%
UMABRNNERWET, H—, 2o, EXWNE, £ 12, WITE6ED T,

Commentary

This response only marginally addresses the prompt by talking about a schedule, but the discussion
concerns the student’s own schedule rather than the group plans. Insufficient vocabulary impedes
communication. Labored expression and fragmented language require listener effort.
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Return Telephone Call 4

Sample: A
Score: 5

Transcription of Student Response

T, DV ELE, Hor—HD, HVREHITINELL, um, HoHr—F—L, 1T, bbb
—h, T LEEEIDPELVNWERNET RIFALIL, b—A, Ledh, TN LeH, b—A. b
77 7DORIZEERVELX D,

Commentary

This response directly addresses the prompt, includes elaboration, and concludes the conversation
appropriately. It could have earned a higher score with less hesitation in the delivery. Style and register are
appropriate, and grammar is error free. The response suggests emerging excellence in interpersonal
speaking.

Sample: B
Score: 3

Transcription of Student Response
bo, Lo, bn, bO—, 7=, D, £, F-THhz—, S&kbr—, HDO, 777 T,
N = AN

Commentary

Although it is basic, this response directly and appropriately addresses the prompt. The strained flow of
expression and hesitations result in fragmented language that interferes somewhat with
comprehensibility. Structures and vocabulary are limited and simple. The response suggests emerging
competence in interpersonal speaking.

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcription of Student Response

TV, Cobn, FLTLET .. Ledh, A 31,

Commentary

This response minimally addresses the prompt and demonstrates lack of competence in interpersonal
speaking. The student concludes the conversation by saying /3 /31 | although informal register is not
appropriate in the context. Incorrect use of grammar in the first sentence impedes comprehensibility.
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