AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE

2008 SCORING GUIDELINES
Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation and Return Telephone Call

EXCELLENT .
Demonstrates
excellence in
interpersonal
speaking

VERY GOOD .
Suggests

emerging

excellence in
interpersonal
speaking

GOOD .
Demonstrates
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

ADEQUATE .
Suggests

emerging
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

WEAK .
Suggests lack of
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

VERY WEAK .
Demonstrates

lack of

competence in
interpersonal
speaking

UNACCEPTABLE o«
Contains nothing °

that earns credit .

TASK COMPLETION

Directly addresses prompt and
provides a very thorough and
appropriate response;
includes elaboration and
detail

Directly addresses prompt and
provides a thorough and
appropriate response; may
include elaboration and detail

Directly addresses prompt and
provides an appropriate
response

Directly addresses prompt and
provides a basic but
appropriate answer

Directly addresses prompt and
provides an appropriate but
incomplete answer

Addresses prompt minimally
or marginally

Mere restatement of the prompt

DELIVERY
Natural, easily flowing expression

Natural pace with minimal
hesitation or repetition

Pronunciation virtually error free

Consistent use of register and
style appropriate to situation

Generally exhibits ease of
expression

Smooth pace with occasional
hesitation or repetition, which
does not distract from the
message

Infrequent or insignificant errors
in pronunciation

Consistent use of register and
style appropriate to situation
except for occasional lapses

Strained or unnatural flow of
expression does not interfere with
comprehensibility

Generally consistent pace with
some unnatural hesitation or
repetition

Errors in pronunciation do not
necessitate special listener effort
May include several lapses in
otherwise consistent use of
register and style appropriate to
situation

Strained or unnatural flow of
expression sometimes interferes
with comprehensibility
Inconsistent pace marked by
some hesitation or repetition
Errors in pronunciation sometimes
necessitate special listener effort
Inconsistent use of register and
style appropriate to situation or
includes many errors

Labored expression frequently
interferes with comprehensibility
Frequent hesitation or repetition
Frequent errors in pronunciation
necessitate constant listener effort
Frequent use of register and style
inappropriate to situation

Labored expression constantly
interferes with comprehensibility

Constant hesitation or repetition
Frequent errors in pronunciation
necessitate intense listener effort
Constant use of register and style
inappropriate to situation

Clearly does not respond to the prompt

“I don’t understand,” “Please repeat,” or equivalent in Japanese

Not in Japanese

Blank (although recording equipment is functioning) or mere sighs
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LANGUAGE USE
Rich vocabulary and idioms
Excellent use of grammar and

syntax, with minimal or no
errors

Variety of vocabulary and
idioms, with sporadic errors
Appropriate use of grammatical
and syntactic structures, with
sporadic

errors in complex structures

Appropriate but limited
vocabulary and idioms

Appropriate use of grammatical
and syntactic structures, but
with several errors in complex
structures or limited to simple
structures

Some inappropriate vocabulary
and idioms interfere with
comprehensibility

Errors in grammatical and
syntactic structures
sometimes interfere with
comprehensibility

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
frequently interfere with
comprehensibility

Limited control of grammatical
and syntactic structures
frequently interferes with
comprehensibility or results in
fragmented language

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
constantly interfere with
comprehensibility

Limited control of grammatical
and syntactic structures
significantly interferes with
comprehensibility or results in
very fragmented language
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation
Note: In transcriptions of students’ responses, two dots indicate a pause.
Overview

This task evaluates speaking in the interpersonal communicative mode by having students respond as
part of a simulated conversation. It comprises a statement identifying an interlocutor and conversation
topic and four questions. Students have 20 seconds to speak at each turn in the conversation. Each of the
four responses receives a holistic score, based on how well it accomplishes the assigned task; all four
scores count equally in calculating the total score.

The task on the 2008 exam directed students to engage in a conversation with Yumiko Tanaka, a study-
abroad program coordinator, about staying with a family in Japan. Students were expected to respond
with their preference about a homestay family and activities in Japan, to give a time frame for study
abroad, and to express appreciation for Ms. Tanaka's assistance.

Conversation 1

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcription of Student Response
TUOHELT, A, HAOFA R 7 7 IV — 2L THRELLI T, RS LWFEENROWE BWET, H
ARKOBREE LN, BRED, FOVDOZ L Z2H2TIND, FEN—FVWERNET,

Commentary

This student directly addresses the prompt and provides a thorough and appropriate response with
elaboration and detail. The rich variety of vocabulary (FiE, #8525, H#X) enhances the quality

of the answer. The expression flows quite easily, and complex grammatical structures are evident.

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcription of Student Response
b—. 1TV, 2&, b, ENLTHNWTT L, 2L, RILWVE, um, HHWE, um, ZE2LWVOFEE
FOWTT L, THEATHLWNTY, =&, E98HVRL I TEIVET,

Commentary

This appropriate response directly addresses the prompt. While grammatical errors are evident
(RILWE mHEWE FELWDFEIRK), they do not interfere with comprehensibility. Pronunciation errors
do not interfere with comprehensibility. The response could have earned a higher score had there been
fewer grammatical errors, a wider range of vocabulary, and a smoother pace.
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Conversation 1 (continued)

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcription of Student Response

2z, B, TRNOEEHLT, B, ah, HZBEXTWAA, wuh, 2Z. .. DWW ATE,

Commentary

The response addresses the prompt by suggesting that a family that does not smoke (972 >) and one that
eats meat (A & £ %) would be good. However, insufficient vocabulary and limited control of
grammatical and syntactic structures frequently interfere with comprehensibility and result in fragmented
language. Additionally, errors in pronunciation and inappropriate register (use of 72) negatively affect the
response.
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Conversation 2

Sample: A
Score: 5

Transcription of Student Response
HDO— NHAMPONHET, 2oL, WWEEWET, RIIFRPHD EHEA L, EEDLLWVNE
KDL, HYET,

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt and received a high score because it provides elaboration and
detail. There are occasional hesitations and a lapse in register, but they do not interfere significantly with
comprehensibility. With only minor mistakes, the student demonstrates control of complex grammatical
structures. The response suggests emerging excellence in interpersonal speaking.

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcription of Student Response
Wop—, —&. . HD I, BRBEDBDVWTE 2 —& ANL—RRBOET—, 1TFALZEN
NN TT, .. (laughter)

Commentary

The response appropriately addresses the prompt. Although the flow of speech is somewhat strained and
contains hesitations, this does not interfere significantly with comprehensibility. The response could have
earned a higher score had it included more elaboration or detail and richer vocabulary.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcription of Student Response
B2\, uh, . BT, O, TS A HOS, FIZ, BHRICWS T, um, {TEw06HD, um,
—HIiZ..

Commentary

The response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal speaking. The student’s attempts to convey
an answer are incomplete. The second half of the response addresses the prompt with the statements #{(Z
VW 72 and = H IZ, but the lack of control of grammatical structures and insufficient vocabulary interfere

with comprehensibility.
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Conversation 3

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcription of Student Response

Il FARRIZTE 2, RKIROZ—A BB, BWLWelEELE, 2L T, bbb, Ko7 7
V=TT, H, DO, BN LWT— A ERXTCWEEWELL, H, £L T, HdH, FLIRO
FERZDITHITE W EBNE T,

Commentary

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal speaking. The presentation directly addresses the
prompt with elaboration and detail by mentioning KK 7 — A > and explaining why the student wants to
eat it. The response is easily understood because of the natural and flowing ease of expression and
virtually error-free pronunciation. Grammatically, the answer is virtually free of errors, and the student uses
a variety of rich vocabulary appropriate to the context.

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcription of Student Response
bH—. H., < ZA, B, S EAFITETWTT, Zhnb, b, Yo 7Y% L7EWTT, Un,
Frpa ' 20 Td, B, MHLENTT, HUREITINE L,

Commentary

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal speaking. The presentation directly addresses
the prompt but without elaboration. The student demonstrates control of appropriate but limited
vocabulary. The pace is generally consistent. There are minor errors in pronunciation that do not
necessitate special listener attention. Although there are few grammatical errors in this presentation,
structures are limited to simple constructions. If the information were presented with more varied
grammatical constructions, rather than as a list of simple statements, the response could have earned a
higher score.

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcription of Student Response
KBIzATE £ L7z, KBRIC Disney World (ZAT& £ L7z, AARDINTATE E LTz, AARDFITAT
TELL, Ty BHLANWTY, TLTZ,

Commentary

This response demonstrates a lack of competence in interpersonal speaking. The presentation marginally
addresses the prompt by talking about things that can be done in Japan. However, there is no mention of
A A N7 7 2 U — to indicate that there is full understanding of the prompt. Frequent errors in
pronunciation, including the English pronunciation of “Disney World” and & T %, coupled with the
labored expression, necessitate constant listener effort. Use of syntax is also limited. The student exhibits
inadequate control of the vocabulary and grammar necessary to directly respond to the prompt.
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Conversation 4

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcription of Student Response

HPSA, RYZHONRESTINELE, 22 &, ROTZDIZWWERA F 77 I U —%ZRA21FT<
IV, FROWESLEDOYOIZTE SAVARGEEMMRL T, RA 77 I U —L HAGFETHHETE
HE ol Liznwed,

Commentary

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal speaking. The student directly responds to the
prompt with elaboration and detail in a culturally appropriate manner. This presentation exhibits an easy
flow of expression, a rich variety of vocabulary, and control of complex grammatical structures.

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcription of Student Response
W, HORESITINELE, Lo, DI, bbb, L. b, Lz, Hiro, bdH, HF
AEEFE LS, THWWTT 2, HDO, TORERMNH Y £T01h b,

Commentary

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal speaking. The student directly addresses the
prompt with a small amount of elaboration (asking for permission to phone the interviewer). Although the
flow of expression is unnatural, this does not interfere with comprehensibility. Grammatical structures are
limited to simple constructions and contain some errors (e.g., & & (Z) that do not interfere with
comprehensibility.

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcription of Student Response
IFWV, uh, FRTHAGEDZ 7 A0H £3, FROBENBWNNTT R, Uh, H., AAFEZHRL E
4, LT, 7AM&®LET, £ELT, 777

Commentary

This response demonstrates a lack of competence in interpersonal speaking. Although the student is able
to convey some information, it is only marginally related to the prompt. An appropriate response would be
to thank the interviewer at the very least. The unnatural flow of the response requires special listener
effort.
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