EXCELLENT
Demonstrates
excellence in
presentational
writing

VERY GOOD
Suggests
excellence in
presentational
writing

GOOD
Demonstrates
competence in
presentational
writing

ADEQUATE
Suggests
competence in
presentational
writing

WEAK

Suggests lack of
competence in
presentational
writing

VERY WEAK
Demonstrates
lack of
competence in
presentational
writing

UNACCEPTABLE
Contains nothing
that earns credit

AP® CHINESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2008 SCORING GUIDELINES

Presentational Writing: Personal Letter

TASK COMPLETION

e [Letter addresses all aspects of prompt

with thoroughness and detail,
including elements typical of a letter
(e.g., format, date, closing, set
phrases)

e Well-organized and coherent, with a

clear progression of ideas; use of
appropriate transitional elements and
cohesive devices; well-connected
discourse of paragraph length

e Letter addresses all aspects of prompt,

including elements typical of a letter
(e.g., format, date, closing, set
phrases)

e Well-organized and coherent, with a

progression of ideas that is generally
clear; some use of transitional
elements and cohesive devices;
connected discourse of paragraph
length

e [Letter addresses all aspects of prompt,

including elements typical of a letter
(e.g., format, date, closing, set
phrases), but may lack detail or
elaboration

e Generally organized and coherent; use

of transitional elements and cohesive
devices may be inconsistent;
discourse of paragraph length
although sentences may be loosely
connected

e Letter addresses topic directly, but

may not address all aspects of prompt

e Portions may lack organization or

coherence; infrequent use of
transitional elements and cohesive
devices; disconnected sentences

Letter addresses topic only marginally
or addresses only some aspects of
prompt

Scattered information generally lacks
organization and coherence; minimal
or no use of transitional elements and
cohesive devices; fragmented
sentences

Letter addresses prompt only
minimally
Lacks organization and coherence;

very disjointed sentences or isolated
words

Mere restatement of the prompt

Clearly does not respond to the prompt; completely irrelevant to the topic

Not in Chinese
Blank

DELIVERY

o Consistent use of register
appropriate to situation

e Consistent use of register
appropriate to situation
except for occasional
lapses

e May include several
lapses in otherwise
consistent use of register
appropriate to situation

e Inconsistent use of
register appropriate to
situation or includes many
errors

e Frequent use of register
inappropriate to situation

e Constant use of register
inappropriate to situation
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LANGUAGE USE

Rich and appropriate
vocabulary and idioms, with
minimal errors

Wide range of grammatical
structures, with minimal errors

Appropriate vocabulary and
idioms, with sporadic errors
Variety of grammatical
structures, with sporadic errors

Mostly appropriate vocabulary
and idioms, with errors that do
not generally obscure meaning
Mostly appropriate
grammatical structures, with
errors that do not generally
obscure meaning

Limited appropriate vocabulary
and idioms, with frequent
errors that sometimes obscure
meaning; intermittent
interference from another
language

Mostly simple grammatical
structures, with frequent errors
that sometimes obscure
meaning

Minimal appropriate
vocabulary, with frequent errors
that obscure meaning; repeated
interference from another
language

Limited grammatical
structures, with frequent errors
that obscure meaning

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary, with frequent errors
that significantly obscure
meaning; constant interference
from another language

Little or no control of
grammatical structures, with
frequent errors that
significantly obscure meaning



Personal Letter

Sample: A

PRE BN,

PRI A P 2 FRARTT 0] LASCRIR (45 . ARAE 2R s A AR 2 AR AN B Y, XA A B4
2R, BTN, BUAEA A I R 25 UR IPME . ARAEAS S D AR IS — SO B BRI A2 AT A SR T FRAR,
IR B IAE LT PR ARIE.

TSNP I JI AT 0 AR 2 2 A AR A0 ) o DRk Sk A 2 2 B {8, R UM . TR R E
REXRGFM T, B 1 BRI SR . (B2, 4R T ANRE EAR B BRI 3), Al 1ot —
RANTT A

WER, 35 T Bl B WK 1 [P 22 A%, R EE— NI A BRI AR TR, REARITO, H
FEMR T RKT, BT ABRAE L B (R d b AN B T, e AN B2 gy, JdbS2 05 1. P AR BEAS
T A I BT WA AN R

iy IR 2T A R, [, B A AR B il 5 1 %

BUUR SRR B, Akt
N

CFFELALS



Personal Letter

Sample: B

Db,

PRU, BAR i AR SRR 23R AR AR, B AR A FE. AT AATTH 3 75
YT RIARYD . BATTIR AN ER G, JANI A 1M 38 ) B AT IR [R) 24T 15 e 2 AR AR R AR AR
W R AN DR O NSRRI A R IUR 22 i NATT 25k R4 AT, DR AT T 1) SR AR DR &
REARRUAC 2 o AN (1. B 255 B,

4, HHES

A



Personal Letter

Sample: C

N EAREE AERRI AR KA BN AR E B AR, IR R FS:,  HEOi A3l
A AR, R IEAT — R LR B 1 JRAR T AN B K GG R b, B S AR A ARR , SRR RHIE A AE )1, 8¢
FEATH
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Presentational Writing: Personal Letter
Overview

This task assesses writing in the presentational communicative mode by directing the student to imagine
receiving a letter from a pen pal at a Chinese sister school and then to write a reply in letter format. It
consists of a single prompt that identifies a topic and asks the student first to discuss the topic in general
and then to select one example of the topic and describe what the student either likes or dislikes about the
example chosen, justifying the opinion presented with specific examples. The student is allotted 30
minutes to write the letter. The response receives a single holistic score based on how well it
accomplishes the assigned task. This question’s intent is to assess if the student can produce a letter that
addresses all of the points in the prompt and that follows the conventions of Chinese letter format.

This year's prompt asked the student to answer a letter from a pen pal at a Chinese sister school asking
about clothes that the student and the student'’s friends wear. The student should have first written a
response about clothes the student and the student’s friends wear in general; then the student should
have chosen one particular way of dressing and described what he or she likes or dislikes about it.

Sample: A
Score: 6

The response addresses all aspects of the prompt with thoroughness and detail. It contains all elements
typical of letter format: salutation, greeting, set-phrase closing, signature, and date. The letter is well
organized, with a clear progression of ideas. First, it talks about the preferred clothing of the student and
the student’s friends; then, the student elaborates on her own preferences. The letter also uses appropriate
transitional elements such as #; {H)&; FTLL: and # 5. The response contains minimal errors ([F]2# 4%
instead of AE:A%; HAY instead of E.IW; ft)J5 L EH A I instead of &V HL#E 1) that do not obscure
meaning.

Sample: B
Score: 3

The response addresses the topic directly but is lacking somewhat in organization and coherence. The
student includes the basic elements of letter format, but the order of the signature and date are reversed.
The response demonstrates control of mostly simple grammatical structures and limited use of transitional
elements and cohesive devices. Frequent errors of grammar and vocabulary hinder the reader’s ability to

comprehend the intended meaning: £ H R A& A —FF instead of BEFIAHRERA —4%; MRV instead of
42 WiFEERE instead of #FEEKIE 7 ZF AEMIACHIR instead of % B K IIACHR; FeALAEM) — & & dE 5 AU
instead of &5 154 5 KA NMRAEH AL, BT instead of 3 1:1H; 1R instead of 1R, FKEEE FIK instead
of 7 . H FH.BR; {ELF instead of #iLUF. In at least one case, 1R Z 1] A% K44 AT, the meaning is

obscure.

Sample: C
Score: 2

The response attempts to address the prompt but is incomplete, ending with a sentence fragment
(HA1EH #7). It includes a salutation and greeting but lacks other elements of letter format. Frequent
vocabulary and grammatical errors tend to obscure meaning: N A& )1 2445 i [ 58 441 4]
I B = AT A, VR [l | — A B BT | R S R b ) e — B R UR (21 71 LABR[— K]
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