EXCELLENT
Demonstrates
excellence in
interpersonal
speaking

VERY GOOD
Suggests
excellence in
interpersonal
speaking

GOOD
Demonstrates
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

ADEQUATE
Suggests
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

WEAK

Suggests lack of

competence in
interpersonal
speaking

VERY WEAK
Demonstrates
lack of
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

UNACCEPTABLE
Contains nothing
that earns credit
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation

TASK COMPLETION
Directly addresses prompt and
provides a very thorough and
appropriate response; includes
elaboration and detail

Smoothly connected sentences

Directly addresses prompt and
provides a thorough and
appropriate response; may
include elaboration and detail

Connected sentences

Directly addresses prompt and
provides an appropriate response

Sentences may be loosely
connected

Directly addresses prompt and
provides a basic but appropriate
answer

Disconnected sentences

Directly addresses prompt and
provides an appropriate but
incomplete answer

Fragmented sentences

Addresses prompt minimally or
marginally

Very disjointed sentences or
isolated words

Mere restatement of the prompt

Clearly does not respond to the prompt
“I don’t know,” “I don’'t understand,” “Please repeat,” or equivalent in Chinese

Not in Chinese

DELIVERY

Natural pace and intonation, with
minimal hesitation or repetition
Accurate pronunciation (including
tones), with minimal errors

Consistent use of register
appropriate to situation

Smooth pace and intonation, with
occasional hesitation and
repetition

Occasional errors in pronunciation
(including tones)

Consistent use of register
appropriate to situation except for
occasional lapses

Generally consistent pace and
intonation, with intermittent
hesitation and repetition

May have several errors in
pronunciation (including tones),
which do not necessitate special
listener effort

May include several lapses in
otherwise consistent use of
register appropriate to situation

Inconsistent pace and intonation,
with hesitation and repetition that
interfere with comprehension
Errors in pronunciation (including
tones) sometimes necessitate
special listener effort

Inconsistent use of register
appropriate to situation or
includes many errors

Labored pace and intonation, with
frequent hesitation and repetition
Frequent errors in pronunciation
(including tones) necessitate
constant listener effort

Frequent use of register
inappropriate to situation

Very labored pace and intonation,
with constant hesitation and
repetition

Frequent errors in pronunciation
(including tones) necessitate
intense listener effort

Constant use of register
inappropriate to situation

Blank (although recording equipment is functioning) or mere sighs
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LANGUAGE USE

Rich and appropriate
vocabulary and idioms, with
minimal errors

Wide range of grammatical
structures, with minimal
errors

Appropriate vocabulary and
idioms, with sporadic errors
Variety of grammatical
structures, with sporadic
errors

Mostly appropriate
vocabulary and idioms, with
errors that do not generally
obscure meaning

Mostly appropriate
grammatical structures, with
errors that do not generally
obscure meaning

Limited appropriate
vocabulary and idioms, with
frequent errors that
sometimes obscure
meaning; intermittent
interference from another
language

Mostly simple grammatical
structures, with frequent
errors that sometimes
obscure meaning

Minimal appropriate
vocabulary, with frequent
errors that obscure meaning;
repeated interference from
another language

Limited grammatical
structures, with frequent
errors that obscure meaning

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary, with frequent
errors that significantly
obscure meaning; constant
interference from another
language

Little or no control of
grammatical structures, with
frequent errors that
significantly obscure
meaning
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Note: In the transcriptions of students’ responses, two dots indicate a pause.
Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation
Overview

This task assesses speaking in the interpersonal communicative mode by having the student respond as
part of a simulated conversation. It consists of a statement identifying an interlocutor and conversation
topic followed by six questions. Students are allotted 20 seconds to speak at each turn in the conversation.
Each of the six responses receives a holistic score based on how well it accomplishes the assigned task; all
six scores count equally in calculating the total score. Students need to speak clearly with good
pronunciation and make sure that the answer addresses the prompt directly and is culturally appropriate.

This year's conversation was with Wang Min, the manager of a Chinese restaurant, about a part-time job
waiting on tables.

Conversation 1

Sample: A
Score: 5

Transcription of Student Response
FOEHE M TAEA FLE, [N ATRE S IREZ E [bangd] a0 X BEBELEE, SEALM K A dE[fuldand] . .
IE—Bh . i HAR . SR AR AR

Commentary

The student addresses the prompt directly and provides an appropriate and thorough response in
connected sentences. The pace of delivery is smooth, with occasional hesitation and some pronunciation
errors. The student uses appropriate vocabulary and a variety of grammatical structures.

Sample: B
Score: 3

Transcription of Student Response
RIZ3EIMZ . uh AR RO EA M . un 5 —Ef)l . PrilBise, wmRAE . AE—FH ..
sh f

Commentary

The student directly addresses the prompt and provides a basic answer in a couple of disconnected
sentences, the second of which is left uncompleted. The pace of delivery is inconsistent, with frequent
hesitation and repetition. The response employs limited vocabulary and mostly simple grammatical
structures.
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Conversation 1 (continued)

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcription of Student Response

FA . uh . HEH[goliR . wan B2 5.

Commentary

The student addresses the prompt minimally and marginally in a disjointed sentence that is not fully
comprehensible. The pace of delivery is very labored, with frequent hesitation. The response is
characterized by insufficient vocabulary and inadequate control of grammatical structures.
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Conversation 2

Sample: A
Score: 5

Transcription of Student Response
A R LR, SR AREM. Un, .. ol % uh FERBAAR, #EGARG uh f3. Un
O, R, BE T I RNt A T AN R

Commentary

The response addresses the prompt directly and appropriately but without elaboration. The pace of
delivery is generally smooth, with occasional hesitation and repetition. There are no pronunciation errors.
The student uses appropriate vocabulary and a variety of grammatical structures.

Sample: B
Score: 3

Transcription of Student Response
Uh FRB P A 28 T, D2 USSRk 3k . 238 B P, R um W28 e e A,
H3—tk. Tt . ZiHE .

Commentary
The student provides a basic response to the prompt, including a list of some Chinese dishes. The pace of
delivery is uneven, and vocabulary and grammatical structures are somewhat limited.

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcription of Student Response

Uh, Beor i, eeh . BRARKEMHEE . A7 uh #fe. Uh . uh AN, Hm . H 1,

Commentary

The student minimally and marginally addresses the prompt in disjointed sentences and isolated phrases.
The pace is very labored, with frequent hesitation and repetition. The response suffers from insufficient
vocabulary and inadequate control of grammar.
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Conversation 3

Sample: A
Score: 5

Transcription of Student Response
Oh, uh, PTEMPEHRZ AF PR RE b, SEARPAN . (2R, TWEmA B O,
Ad, HOWHDED.

Commentary

The student directly addresses the prompt with a thorough and appropriate response in connected
sentences. The pace of delivery is smooth, with few pronunciation errors. Vocabulary is mostly
appropriate, with sporadic errors.

Sample: B
Score: 3

Transcription of Student Response
Poerai, LB EDRE, B, PREILKL . RPN, M2, #ie, SF KR 0. RES
WU AT REEEE A E O Bk, A B s B A B un L SRR e A,

Commentary
The response addresses the prompt directly and provides a basic answer. However, the student only says
that she prefers Chinese food and fails to explain the differences between Chinese and Western food.

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcription of Student Response
Uh & . 2 fflum 8- . . uh. B uhiE, BEAZLEM uh . . 3K zhi shide shi, hm . . B A,

Commentary

The response addresses the prompt marginally with sentence fragments and isolated words. The pace is
very labored, with frequent hesitation. Pronunciation errors necessitate constant listener effort. Vocabulary
is insufficient, with errors that obscure meaning, and control of grammar is almost nonexistent.
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Conversation 4

Sample: A
Score: 5

Transcription of Student Response
TR EAE, 2, R AT BRI, SRR, RI2, SEAZEMN, RBIWALEGE
A, BRI R, SRR, RAEE AR

Commentary
The student directly addresses the prompt with a thorough and appropriate response in one long run-on
sentence. The pace of delivery is smooth, with occasional errors in pronunciation. Vocabulary and

grammar are appropriate, with sporadic errors such as {5488 7 &, K B, FIAZE St .

Sample: B
Score: 3

Transcription of Student Response

TEEVEE . Rm . RO R R TAT#E . PEBIRSC e,

Commentary

The student directly addresses the prompt and provides a basic answer. The pace of delivery is
inconsistent, with repetition and hesitation. The student uses limited vocabulary and grammatical
structures.

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcription of Student Response

P IS TAF . uh SR AREF, PrRASRESE W A,

Commentary

The student addresses the prompt minimally and marginally in disjointed phrases. _I.{F is the only word
that is clearly related to the prompt. The pace of delivery is very labored, and the response shows very little
control of grammar.
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Conversation b

Sample: A
Score: 5

Transcription of Student Response
WA U888, K2y WRARIT L, R . IR 2 HEE.
IRFFT ) o WURARST T, FRAEAT S 1) —FKs

I

SRS AR B

Commentary

The student addresses the prompt directly and provides a thorough and appropriate answer in connected
sentences. The pace of delivery is generally consistent, with occasional hesitation. Vocabulary is
appropriate but with sporadic errors: ] L 1] 5225 £:35 should be ] L& o 2858 3T T . 2P —4k
should be #] L [FJEktH AEZ: 2] K VY. The student uses a variety of grammatical structures and cohesive

devices ([A 2%; W] f&; W),

Sample: B
Score: 3

Transcription of Student Response
IR a8, (. (H20E . uh (2 B OHRFV/NES, B CHRE A, EE5L, 3R4h . uh
B, B EERSMOTTAE, T A OB, A0, A REEE . Tlad

Commentary

The response addresses the prompt in one continuous run-on sentence that is not completed. Frequent
hesitation and repetition interfere with comprehension and prevent the student from completing the
thought he is trying to express. Vocabulary and grammatical structures are mostly appropriate but limited
and fragmented because of continual repetition.

Sample: C
Score: 1

Transcription of Student Response
e, FTES . uhFF TAE B, uhiE o um. . 53, . Huh

Commentary

The response addresses the prompt only minimally in a single fragmented sentence. The pace is very
labored, with frequent hesitation and repetition. The response suffers from insufficient vocabulary and very
limited control of grammatical structures.
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Conversation 6

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcription of Student Response
AT R AR TAE . Il LB 2 B2 B2 ji. Uh, HABKITH, FRICEZA B
ISR, Un, HAy83kA, P — (8 o] VR ERZ 2 RG] o S

Commentary

The response addresses the prompt directly and provides a thorough and appropriate answer, including
some elaboration and detail, in smoothly connected sentences. The pace of delivery is natural, and use of
register is consistently appropriate. The response employs rich and appropriate vocabulary (FeAthf¥) 7 TH;
R 5K) and a variety of grammatical structures (— 234 ... #HE; ... ZABF ... 2T WA AT
HAHE . f).

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcription of Student Response

Uh BRI ATAAR TAE, um . \EGF B3 um . =&iuh F4 .. um

Commentary

The response directly addresses the prompt and provides an appropriate answer in a somewhat disjointed
sentence. The pace of delivery is uneven, with recurrent hesitation. There are errors in grammatical
structures that do not obscure meaning: & K3 1] LI T 4F could be better expressed as

PAFRA AT LLAR TAF; J\BE 5. 3 . should be 5§ [ J\EEE] ..

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcription of Student Response
PES, AP EUHE AR LA TAE. 3 H um BN TRES, o] CUE N A2 IR,
WA LR R

Commentary

While the response directly addresses the prompt, it is difficult to interpret. The pace of delivery is
inconsistent, stopping and restarting abruptly, and errors of grammatical structure significantly obscure
the student’s intended meaning: the second sentence is incomplete and seems to contradict the first
sentence.
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