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Question 3 
 
Referring to specific individuals or works, discuss the ways in which TWO of the following expressed the 
concept of nationalism in the nineteenth century. 
 Artists 
 Composers 
 Writers 
 
8–9 Points 

• Explicit thesis responds fully to all prompts: nationalism and at least two example categories. 
• Consistently clear organization supports the argument. 
• Shows clear understanding of nationalism (may be contextual). 
• Clearly links the two chosen areas with nineteenth-century nationalism. 
• Uses specific and relevant examples from the two chosen areas. 
• Well-balanced discussion among all prompts. 
• Errors do not distract from the argument. 

 
6–7 Points 

• Explicit thesis is responsive to the question, perhaps less fully than in the 8–9 category. 
• Organization is clear but may not be consistently followed. 
• Discussion of nationalism and the two chosen areas is balanced, although perhaps stronger in one 

area than the other. 
• All assertions are supported by at least one piece of specific information. 
• Attempts an understanding of nationalism. 
• Linkage between nationalism and the two chosen areas is suggested. 
• Errors may detract from the overall essay. 

 
4–5 Points 

• Thesis is explicit but may not respond fully to the entire question. 
• Organization is less effective than in essays scored higher. 
• Essay shows some imbalance. Some major topics (nationalism or one of the two chosen areas) may 

be seriously neglected or have minimal specificity. 
• At least one of the chosen areas is supported by one relevant piece of evidence. 
• Attempts some linkage between nationalism and the two chosen areas but with a simplistic or 

unconvincing explanation. 
 
2–3 Points 

• Thesis is not explicit or merely rephrases/repeats the question. 
• Unclear, ineffective organization. 
• Serious imbalance—major topics are neglected (e.g., uses only one of the example categories). 
• No clear linkage between nationalism and the chosen areas. 
• Overly generalized information. 
• Several distracting errors. 
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Question 3 (continued) 
 
0–1 Point  

• No discernable attempt at thesis. 
• No discernable organization. 
• Only one or none of the prompts (nationalism or one of the two areas) is mentioned. 
• No understanding of nationalism or shows no linkage to the chosen areas. 
• Little or no supporting evidence. 
• Numerous errors that distract from the thesis. 
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Question 3 
 
Sample: 3A 
Score: 8 
 
This essay begins with a clear and compelling thesis. The student does a very credible job linking Richard 
Wagner’s operas to the development of German nationalism and then goes on to show how Delacroix’s 
painting, Liberty Leading the People, served a similar function in nineteenth-century France. 
 
Sample: 3B 
Score: 5 
 
The creditable thesis of this student’s response is supported by J.M.W. Turner’s The Fighting Temeraire 
(misspelled “Temerair”) and Goya’s The Third of May (incorrectly referred to as “The Fifth of May” and 
attributed to “Gernica”), along with Peter Illyich Tchaikovsky’s 1812 Overture, as examples of art being 
used to heighten nationalistic fervor.  
 
Sample: 3C 
Score: 2 
 
The long but simplistic thesis of this essay does not address the question. Only a very limited 
understanding of nineteenth-century nationalism is demonstrated, with just one weak example provided. 
 


