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Question 1 
(“Here” by Philip Larkin) 

 
The score reflects the quality of the essay as a whole—its content, its style, its mechanics. Students are 
rewarded for what they do well. The score for an exceptionally well-written essay may be raised by 1 point 
above the otherwise appropriate score. In no case may a poorly written essay be scored higher than a 3. 

 
9–8   These well-written essays provide insightful analysis of Larkin’s poem, seeing the complexity in the 

movement from the “rich industrial shadows” to the “large town” to “[i]solate villages.” Although 
students may offer some range in their interpretations and choose a variety of poetic techniques for 
emphasis (imagery, diction, selection of details, or syntax, for example), the essays provide 
convincing readings of the poem, using apt and specific references to the text. While they are well-
organized and maintain consistent control over the elements of effective composition, these essays 
need not be flawless. Nonetheless, the best essays will demonstrate the ability to read poetry 
perceptively and write with clarity and sophistication. 

 
7–6   These competent essays convey a plausible understanding of the poem’s movement from urban to 

rural and of the attitudes presented in the poem. The reading of the poem may falter in some 
particulars or may be less thorough or precise in its discussion of how the speaker’s attitudes are 
conveyed. These essays demonstrate the ability to express ideas clearly, but they do not exhibit the 
same level of mastery, maturity, or control as the very best essays. They are likely to be briefer, less 
incisive, and less well supported than the 9–8 responses. 

 
5 Although these essays demonstrate awareness of the speaker’s attitudes, they are generally more 

superficial and less convincing than the upper-half essays. Discussion, though not inaccurate, tends 
to be overly generalized and inadequately supported by references to the text. There may be little 
discussion of the techniques the poet employs. Although the writing is adequate to convey the 
students’ ideas and is not marred by distracting errors, these essays are not as well conceived, 
organized, or well developed as the upper-half essays. 

 
4–3   These lower-half essays reveal an incomplete understanding of the poem and perhaps of the task 

itself. They may discuss the depiction of scenes without addressing the attitudes presented in the 
poem. Their assertions about tone may suggest a misreading (that is, the interpretation may be 
implausible or irrelevant). They may rely almost entirely on paraphrase. Often wordy and repetitious, 
the writing may reveal uncertain control of the elements of college-level composition and may 
contain recurrent stylistic flaws. Essays that contain significant misreading and/or unusually inept 
writing should be scored a 3. 

 
2–1   These essays compound the weaknesses of the essays in the 4–3 range. They may seriously misread 

the text, and often they are unacceptably brief. Although some attempt may be made to answer the 
question, the observations are presented with little clarity, organization, or support from the text. The 
essays may be poorly written on several counts and may contain distracting errors in grammar and 
mechanics. Essays that contain little coherent writing or discussion of the text should be scored a 1. 

 
0 A response with no more than a reference to the task. 
 
— A blank paper or completely off-topic response. 
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Question 1 
 
Sample: 1A 
Score: 9 
 
This fluent and insightful essay frames its argument in terms of a contrast between the urban and the rural. 
Without oversimplifying the complex oppositions Larkin poses, the essay attends closely to his rich 
imagery and evocative language, demonstrating how Larkin situates the natural world literally and 
figuratively “at the edges” of the busy, materialistic urban world. The student quotes aptly from the poem, 
persuasively showing how Larkin depicts urban life as driven by consumerist pursuits and beset by 
constant worry. For Larkin, as the student astutely points out, an “‘unfenced existence’” is available right 
“here,” within, as well as adjacent to, city life, if only one respects and embraces nature. 
  
Sample: 1B 
Score: 5 
 
Although this essay makes an effort to attend to details of Larkin’s poem, including what the student 
identifies as its rhyme scheme, the analysis is unconvincing and confused. On the one hand, the response 
suggests that Larkin describes urban life as “slow and sluggish,” but almost immediately it claims that 
Larkin develops “a picture in the reader’s mind of a bustling [urban] setting, filled to the brim with people, 
‘domes and statues’ … buildings, as well as wealth and objects.” The student makes lists of details 
assigned to the town and village but has little to say about the poet’s tone or attitude toward those details. 
For instance, while the response does notice that the poet would “rather be ‘facing the sun’ … then [sic] in 
the ‘rich industrial shadows,’” the student does not provide any meaningful gloss on what “facing the sun” 
might mean in the poem, or why Larkin might describe the industrial shadows as “rich.” The student offers 
only the unsupported observation that the reader can tell the attitude of the poet “by the diction he used in 
those two pieces of the poem.” The essay ends in a contradiction: “he [the poet] likes the town better, 
flaws and all.” This is probably a slip of the student’s pen, but it is an index to the lack of control that 
prevents this paper from moving beyond its basic grasp of the contrast at the poem’s center.  
 
Sample: 1C 
Score: 4 
 
This essay makes an effort to respond to the prompt by focusing on the attitude presented in the poem, 
but the language is unclear and marred by several errors. The student does notice that “[t]he use of words 
such as ‘cut-priced’ [“cut-price” in the poem], ‘fishy-smelling,’ ‘grim head-scarfed,’ and ‘half built’ 
illustrates the poets [sic] grim opinion of the town.” Yet the analysis is incomplete because it fails to say 
anything substantive or precise about Larkin’s attitude toward the “[i]solate villages” that are contrasted 
with the industrial and urban spaces. The analysis in this essay is very thin and ultimately unable to offer 
any real insight into what the poet argues. 
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