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Question 1 
 
6 points 
 
Part (a): 1 point 
 
The response must identify a fundamental goal of interest groups in the political process. Acceptable 
responses may include: 

• Influence public policy. 
• Influence Congress/government. 
• Change laws. 
• Responses can list tactics as long as they specifically connect them to the fundamental goal of 

influencing public policy. 
• No point is earned if the response lists a series of goals, even if one goal is “influence policy” 

(unless it is specifically listed as the fundamental goal). 
     
Part (b): 1 point 
 
The response must identify a fundamental goal of political parties in the political process. Acceptable 
responses may include: 

• Elect people to office. 
• Gain control of government. (Responses can earn a point for saying “influence policy” as long as 

they connect it to winning control of government/electing people to office.) 
 
Part (c): 2 points  
 
One point is earned for each of two descriptions. The response must describe activities that support the 
electoral goals of parties; for example, the response “lobbying” does not earn a point. 
 
Acceptable descriptions may include: 

• Monetary contributions/political action committee (PAC) donations. (If these two are clearly 
differentiated, then the response earns both points.) 

• Organization/mobilization of people. 
• Media campaigns. 
• Information. 
• Independent committees/527s. 
• Independent expenditures. 
• Endorsement/recruitment of candidates. 

     
Part (d): 2 points 
  
One point is earned for each of two explanations. 
 
Acceptable explanations may include: 

• Access/influence policymakers.  
• Have like-minded people/policy advocates in office. 
• Legislation that helps interest groups. 

Note: Responses cannot earn points in (d) if they do not earn points in (c). 
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Question 1 (continued) 
 
A score of zero (0) is earned for an attempted answer that earns no points. 
 
A score of dash (—) is earned for a blank or off-task answer. 
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Question 1 
 
Overview 
 
This question was intended to test student knowledge and understanding of two similar but distinct 
linkage organizations in the United States political system. Specifically, the question asked students to 
distinguish between the fundamental goal of political parties and the fundamental goal of interest groups 
and to articulate the ways in which these two entities sometimes interact. 
 
Sample: 1A  
Score: 5 
 
In part (a) the response earned 1 point for correctly identifying the fundamental goal of interest groups as 
seeking to have their “interests … implemented by the federal government.” 
 
In part (b) the response earned 1 point for correctly identifying the fundamental goal of political parties as 
seeking to “get their people elected.”  
 
In part (c) the response earned 1 point for describing monetary contributions as one way interest groups help 
political parties achieve the goal of getting their candidates elected. The response earned the second point 
for describing how interest groups endorse a party’s candidates and help the party achieve its fundamental 
goal, stating that interest groups engage in “advertising a particular issue and associating it with that 
[party’s] candidate.” 
 
In part (d) the response earned 1 point for explaining how financial contributions to political parties also help 
the interest groups achieve their goal of influencing government since the contributions help to ensure that  
the interest groups “have their views heard and interests protected.”  
 
Sample: 1B 
Score: 3 
 
In part (a) the response incorrectly identifies the fundamental goal of interest groups and therefore did not 
earn a point. 
 
In part (b) the response earned 1 point for correctly identifying the fundamental goal of political parties as 
seeking “to control the presidency, House/Senate majority, and the Supreme Court.”  
 
In part (c) the response earned 1 point for describing endorsements (“associating”) as one way that interest 
groups support political parties. The response earned the second point for describing how interest groups 
support political parties by giving them money.   
 
In part (d) the response does not explain how political parties can help interest groups achieve their 
fundamental goal and therefore earned no point. 
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Question 1 (continued) 
 
Sample: 1C 
Score: 1 
 
In part (a) the response does not correctly identify the fundamental goal of interest groups and therefore 
did not earn a point. 
 
In part (b) the response earned 1 point for correctly identifying that the fundamental goal of political parties 
is to change the policy-making process “by attempting to gain different government positions.” 
 
In part (c) the response does not describe how interest groups support the fundamental goal of political 
parties and therefore did not earn any points. 
 
Since part (c) did not earn any points, no points could be earned in part (d). Although the response 
mentions the idea of “passing legislation,” the question required that the response link the explanation to 
forms of support described in part (c). 
 




