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Question 6 
 

Analyze the intellectual foundations of religious toleration in eighteenth-century Europe. 
 
9–6: Stronger 
These essays will illustrate the following qualities with varying degrees of effectiveness. 

• Has a clear, well-developed thesis. 
• Is well organized. 
• Supports the thesis with specific evidence. 
• May contain minor errors; even a 9 need not be flawless. 

 
Indicators of 9–8 

• Connects more than one intellectual concept to eighteenth-century religious toleration.  
• Uses specific examples to analyze the connection between the two movements. 

       
Indicators of 7–6 

• Clearly connects one major intellectual movement to eighteenth-century religious toleration. 
• Supports the connection with analytical evidence. 

 
5–4: Mixed 

• Contains a thesis, perhaps superficial or simplistic. 
• Responds to the question unevenly: task(s), evidence, chronology. 
• May contain errors, factual and/or interpretive. 
 

Indicators of 5–4 
• Describes the intellectual foundations of toleration with little analysis. 
• May treat an intellectual movement well but has minimal connection to its impact on religion. 
• Is generalized or imprecise with few specific examples. 

 
3–0: Weaker  
These essays demonstrate the following qualities to varying degrees.  

• Thesis is confused, unfocused, or absent, or simply restates the question. 
• Misconstrues the question, or omits major tasks. 
• May contain major errors. 

 
Indicators of 3–2 

• Contains vague or incorrect statements about intellectual movements. 
• Demonstrates little awareness of the connection between intellectual ideas and toleration. 

      
Indicators of 0–1 

• May attempt to address the question but fails to do so. 
• Misunderstands the definition of intellectual, foundation, or religious toleration, and composes an 

essay based on that misunderstanding. 
• Contains serious errors; provides minimal or no evidence. 



© 2006 The College Board. All rights reserved.
Visit apcentral.collegeboard.com (for AP professionals) and www.collegeboard.com/apstudents (for students and parents).



© 2006 The College Board. All rights reserved.
Visit apcentral.collegeboard.com (for AP professionals) and www.collegeboard.com/apstudents (for students and parents).



© 2006 The College Board. All rights reserved.
Visit apcentral.collegeboard.com (for AP professionals) and www.collegeboard.com/apstudents (for students and parents).



© 2006 The College Board. All rights reserved.
Visit apcentral.collegeboard.com (for AP professionals) and www.collegeboard.com/apstudents (for students and parents).

 



© 2006 The College Board. All rights reserved.
Visit apcentral.collegeboard.com (for AP professionals) and www.collegeboard.com/apstudents (for students and parents).



© 2006 The College Board. All rights reserved.
Visit apcentral.collegeboard.com (for AP professionals) and www.collegeboard.com/apstudents (for students and parents).



AP® EUROPEAN HISTORY  
2006 SCORING COMMENTARY (Form B) 

 

© 2006 The College Board. All rights reserved. 
Visit apcentral.collegeboard.com (for AP professionals) and www.collegeboard.com/apstudents (for students and parents). 

 

Question 6 
 
Sample: 6A 
Score: 9 
 
The thesis establishes the Enlightenment as the intellectual foundation of eighteenth-century religious 
toleration, and the body also adds the importance of the Scientific Revolution. Insightful links are provided 
between both scientists’ and philosophers’ views on religious toleration. The essay includes a discussion 
of political developments as well. 
 
Sample: 6B 
Score: 4 
 
The thesis in both the introduction and conclusion are broadly simplistic. While there is a good analysis of 
the Scientific Revolution, the student confuses toleration with simply disagreeing with the Catholic 
Church. The paragraph on the Thirty Years War does not address the question posed. 
 
Sample: 6C 
Score: 2 
 
This thesis is misleading and off task. Though the Enlightenment is established as an intellectual 
foundation of toleration, the interpretation provided of those intellectual ideas is garbled. 
 




