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Question 4 
 

Analyze anti-Semitism in Europe from the Dreyfus affair in the 1890’s to 1939. 
 
9–6: Stronger 
These essays will illustrate the following qualities with varying degrees of effectiveness. 

• Has a clear, well-developed thesis. 
• Is well organized. 
• Supports the thesis with specific evidence. 
• May contain minor errors; even a 9 need not be flawless. 

 
Indicators for 9–8 

• Discusses anti-Semitism in Europe within the time limits given. 
• Covers the entire period using specific examples and analysis. 

 
Indicators for 7–6 

• Covers Dreyfus and Hitler well but is less detailed on period in between. 
• Analysis is less specific. 

 
5–4: Mixed 

• Contains a thesis, perhaps superficial or simplistic. 
• Responds to the question unevenly: task(s), evidence, chronology. 
• May contain errors, factual and/or interpretive. 

 
Indicators of 5–4 

• May tend to discuss only Dreyfus and the Hitler-era and nothing in between. 
• Indicates an unclear understanding of the Dreyfus affair or the time frame. 
• May be very generalized with little chronological connection. 

 
3–0: Weaker  
These essays demonstrate the following qualities to varying degrees.  

• Thesis is confused, unfocused, or absent, or simply restates the question. 
• Misconstrues the question, or omits major tasks. 
• May contain major errors. 

 
Indicators of 3–2 

• Mentions Dreyfus and Hitler with minimal analysis. 
• Demonstrates tendency to stress Holocaust (out of time frame). 

 
Indicators of 1–0 

• May attempt to address the question but fails to do so. 
• May not contain specific evidence. 
• Contains serious errors in content or analysis. 
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Question 4 
 
Sample: 4A 
Score: 9 
 
The thesis sets out the student’s plan for dealing with anti-Semitism in both Eastern and Western Europe. 
Analysis goes beyond simple descriptions of Dreyfus and Hitler. Additionally, the student consistently 
connects events throughout the time period to the ebb and flow of anti-Semitic feelings. 
 
Sample: 4B 
Score: 4 
 
This essay is a typical example of a response that uses only the question’s beginning factor (Dreyfus) and 
ending factor (1939) with no events between. A very broad thesis and some overblown conclusions about 
Hitler are provided. 
 
Sample: 4C 
Score: 2 
 
There is no thesis here that relates to the question asked. There is some attempt to deal with an overall 
analysis of anti-Semitism, but the student then jumps to the Holocaust, which is outside the time frame of 
this question. 
 




