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Question 3 
 
Describe and analyze economic policies in Eastern and Western Europe after 1945. 
 
9–6: Stronger 
These essays will illustrate the following qualities with varying degrees of effectiveness. 

• Has a clear, well-developed thesis. 
• Is well organized. 
• Supports the thesis with specific evidence. 
• May contain minor errors; even a 9 need not be flawless. 

 
Indicators for 9–8 

• Correctly describes BOTH Eastern and Western European economic policies after 1945/World  
War II. 

• Has a balanced analysis to both regions with several examples. 
 
Indicators for 7–6 

• Has a less balanced approach (more on one region than the other). 
• Eastern economics may stress U.S.S.R. over other Eastern regions. 

 
5–4: Mixed 

• Contains a thesis, perhaps superficial or simplistic. 
• Responds to the question unevenly: task(s), evidence, chronology. 
• May contain errors, factual and/or interpretive. 

 
Indicators: 

• Mentions both European areas but may develop only one sufficiently. 
• Offers little analysis in relation to the two policies. 
• May be very generalized with weak supporting evidence. 

 
3–0: Weaker 
These essays demonstrate the following qualities to varying degrees.  

• Thesis is confused, unfocused, or absent, or simply restates the question. 
• Misconstrues the question, or omits major tasks. 
• May contain major errors. 

 
Indicators for 3–2 

• May completely ignore either one of the two regions’ economic policies. 
• May focus on political aspects of the Cold War or factors other than economics. 

 
Indicators for 1–0 

• May attempt to answer the question but fails to do so. 
• Provides minimal or no evidence; may contain serious errors. 
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Question 3 
 
Sample: 3A 
Score: 9 
 
The thesis in this question is based on the culmination of facts mentioned in the first paragraph. Western 
Europe’s economic policies are developed from 1945 to the creation of the European Union using good, 
specific evidence. Analysis of Eastern Europe shows the effects of Soviet domination over other nations. 
Successes and failures of the policies are analyzed, and the final paragraph compares and contrasts the 
two regions. 
 
Sample: 3B 
Score: 4 
 
This essay contains a minimal thesis in the last sentence. The information provided refers almost entirely 
to Western Europe’s economic policies: colonies, socialism, and the Common Market. Discussion of 
Eastern Europe’s economy consists of two ambiguous sentences referring to the Soviet Union. 
 
Sample: 3C 
Score: 2 
 
This student has a thesis but makes minimal attempts (with sketchy evidence) at handling the economic 
policies of Western Europe. Discussion of Eastern Europe’s economy briefly refers to erroneous information 
on the Soviet Union. 
 




