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Question 4 
 
2 points 
 
One point is earned for each of two correct identifications of features of the Russian political system that 
make it a mixed presidential/parliamentary system of government. Responses must include features of 
both presidential and parliamentary systems to earn both points. 
 
To earn 1 point, responses can identify any single feature that addresses either type of system or a mixed 
system. 
 
To earn 2 points, responses must provide features of both presidential and parliamentary systems, or of a 
mixed system. 
 
Acceptable identifications of features of a presidential system may include:  

• Direct election of the President. 
• Fixed election cycle for the President. 
• The President may veto Duma legislation. 
• The President may be impeached. 

 
Acceptable identifications of features of a parliamentary system may include:  

• Irregular election cycle for the Duma. 
• Votes of confidence. 
• The Prime Minister is accountable to the Duma. 

 
Acceptable identifications of features of a mixed system may include:  

• The President can nominate the Prime Minister. 
• The President can dissolve the Duma. 
• Dual executive. 
 

A score of zero (0) is earned for an attempted answer that earns no points. 
 
A score of dash (—) is earned for a blank or off-task answer.  
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Question 4 
 
Overview 
 
The intent of this question was to examine students’ knowledge and understanding of mixed 
presidential/parliamentary systems. Students were asked to demonstrate their knowledge by providing 
examples from the Russian political system. 
 
Sample: 4A 
Score: 2 
 
The response correctly identifies the prime minister as an executive official in the Russian government, a 
single feature of a parliamentary system (1 point). The response then states that the prime minister holds 
the position “if he or she is the head of the majority party in the lower legislative branch, or the state 
Duma.” This is contrasted with the direct election of the president. The identification of the two separate 
election systems as a feature of a mixed presidential/parliamentary system is sufficient to earn the second 
point.  
 
Sample: 4B 
Score: 2 
 
The response correctly identifies the presidential nomination of the prime minister as a feature of a mixed 
presidential/parliamentary system (1 point). The identification of the prime minister’s selection and 
possible removal by the Duma through a vote of no confidence is accurate and earned the second point.  
 
Sample: 4C 
Score: 1 
 
The existence of both a president and prime minister is correctly identified as a feature of Russia’s mixed 
presidential/parliamentary system (1 point). The identification of Russia’s two legislative bodies as a 
feature of a presidential system is not correct. The identification of proportional representation as a feature 
of a parliamentary system is also inaccurate. Thus the response did not earn the second point. 
 




