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Introduction

Keith Cothrun

College Board

New York, NY

One of the most challenging tasks for us as teachers of advanced language learners is to raise 

the achievement level of our students in reading comprehension. In this Special Focus we 

look to our colleagues from Teaching English Language Learners for a collection of articles 

on Interpretive Communication: Reading. 

Pauline Gibbons reminds us of the importance of background knowledge and helps us 

understand readers as code breakers, text participants, text users and texts analysts. She 

provides numerous examples of pre-reading, reading and post-reading activities for language 

learners along with insight into considerations when selecting reading materials for use in 

the classroom.

Farin Houk provides us with guidance in scaff olding language and learning with strategies 

for embedding language development in content learning, diff erentiating learning, and 

enhancing the comprehensibility of texts.  Lastly, Gillian Lazar provides guidance in 

designing lessons and materials using short stories and novels. 

Introduction
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