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Presentational Writing: Persuasive Essay (Task 2) 
 
Clarification Note:  
There is no single expected format or style for referring to and identifying sources appropriately. For example, 
test takers may opt to: directly cite content in quotation marks; paraphrase content and indicate that it is 
“according to Source 1” or “according to the audio file”; refer to the content and indicate the source in 
parentheses “(Source 2)”; refer to the content and indicate the source using the author’s name “(Smith)”; etc.  
 
5: STRONG performance in Presentational Writing  
• Effective treatment of topic within the context of the task  
• Demonstrates a high degree of comprehension of the sources’ viewpoints, with very few minor inaccuracies  
• Integrates content from all three sources in support of the essay  
• Presents and defends the student’s own viewpoint on the topic with a high degree of clarity; develops a 

persuasive argument with coherence and detail  
• Organized essay; effective use of transitional elements or cohesive devices  
• Fully understandable, with ease and clarity of expression; occasional errors do not impede comprehensibility  
• Varied and appropriate vocabulary and idiomatic language  
• Accuracy and variety in grammar, syntax, and usage, with few errors  
• Develops paragraph-length discourse with a variety of simple and compound sentences, and some complex 

sentences  
 
4: GOOD performance in Presentational Writing  
• Generally effective treatment of topic within the context of the task  
• Demonstrates comprehension of the sources’ viewpoints; may include a few inaccuracies  
• Summarizes, with limited integration, content from all three sources in support of the essay  
• Presents and defends the student’s own viewpoint on the topic with clarity; develops a persuasive argument 

with coherence  
• Organized essay; some effective use of transitional elements or cohesive devices  
• Fully understandable, with some errors that do not impede comprehensibility  
• Varied and generally appropriate vocabulary and idiomatic language  
• General control of grammar, syntax, and usage  
• Develops mostly paragraph-length discourse with simple, compound, and a few complex sentences  
 
3: FAIR performance in Presentational Writing  
• Suitable treatment of topic within the context of the task  
• Demonstrates a moderate degree of comprehension of the sources’ viewpoints; includes some inaccuracies  
• Summarizes content from at least two sources in support of the essay  
• Presents and defends the student’s own viewpoint on the topic; develops a somewhat persuasive argument 

with some coherence  
• Some organization; limited use of transitional elements or cohesive devices  
• Generally understandable, with errors that may impede comprehensibility  
• Appropriate but basic vocabulary and idiomatic language  
• Some control of grammar, syntax, and usage  
• Uses strings of mostly simple sentences, with a few compound sentences  
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Presentational Writing: Persuasive Essay (Task 2) (continued) 
 

2: WEAK performance in Presentational Writing  
• Unsuitable treatment of topic within the context of the task  
• Demonstrates a low degree of comprehension of the sources’ viewpoints; information may be limited or 

inaccurate  
• Summarizes content from one or two sources; may not support the essay  
• Presents, or at least suggests, the student’s own viewpoint on the topic; develops an unpersuasive argument 

somewhat incoherently  
• Limited organization; ineffective use of transitional elements or cohesive devices  
• Partially understandable, with errors that force interpretation and cause confusion for the reader  
• Limited vocabulary and idiomatic language  
• Limited control of grammar, syntax, and usage  
• Uses strings of simple sentences and phrases  
 
1: POOR performance in Presentational Writing  
• Almost no treatment of topic within the context of the task  
• Demonstrates poor comprehension of the sources’ viewpoints; includes frequent and significant inaccuracies  
• Mostly repeats statements from sources or may not refer to any sources  
• Minimally suggests the student’s own viewpoint on the topic; argument is undeveloped or incoherent  
• Little or no organization; absence of transitional elements and cohesive devices  
• Barely understandable, with frequent or significant errors that impede comprehensibility  
• Very few vocabulary resources  
• Little or no control of grammar, syntax, and usage  
• Very simple sentences or fragments  
 
0: UNACCEPTABLE performance in Presentational Writing  
• Mere restatement of language from the prompt  
• Clearly does not respond to the prompt; completely irrelevant to the topic  
• “I don’t know,” “I don’t understand,” or equivalent in any language  
• Not in the language of the exam  
 
- (hyphen): BLANK (no response) 
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Task 2: Persuasive Essay 

Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors. 

Overview 

This task assessed writing in the presentational communicative mode by having the student write a persuasive 
essay on a given topic while referencing three sources of information about the topic. Students were first allotted 
6 minutes to read the essay topic and the two printed sources. Then they listened to the one audio source twice. 
Afterward they had 40 minutes to write the essay. The response received a single, holistic score based on how 
well it accomplished the assigned task. Students needed to be able, first, to comprehend the three sources, and 
then to present their different viewpoints. They also had to present their own viewpoint and defend it thoroughly, 
using information from all of the sources to support the essay. As they referred to the sources, they had to identify 
them appropriately. Furthermore the essay had to be organized into clear paragraphs. 
 
The curricular theme for this question was “Science and Technology,” and the prompt was “Will traditional 
libraries be relevant in the future?” 
 
Source 1 was an article entitled: “Bibliotecas y bibliotecarios preparados para una nueva era,” published in Spain 
in 2013, which discussed future roles that librarians will perform in digital libraries. Source 2 was a pie chart 
from 2007 with percentages representing how frequently people visited libraries in Spain. Source 3 was a 
recording of a report, published by United Nations Radio, with a debate on the role of libraries in the digital era.  

Sample: 2A 
Score: 5  

This response is a clear example of a STRONG performance in Presentational Writing. The essay responds to the 
prompt, is highly persuasive, and is supported by the sources’ arguments. The response shows a strong 
understanding of the arguments in all three sources used to support the viewpoint and includes a personal 
interpretation of the arguments that helps create a persuasive essay. The response is organized with effective use 
of transitional elements or cohesive devices. It begins with a sophisticated introduction that clearly states the 
viewpoint. The arguments from the three sources are seen in the three body paragraphs, and the conclusion 
integrates the ideas developed in the previous paragraphs. The viewpoint is clear: “Creo que es muy importante … 
símbolo de lectura.” (lines 10–15) and well-defended throughout the essay. Cohesive devices are mostly found 
inside the paragraphs: “Esto demuestra” (line 22); “Esto constituye” (line 33); “De esto se puede inferir” (lines 
37– 38); “Por esto” (lines 59–60); “De esta manera” (line 61–62). The response is fully understandable, easy to 
read, and does not contain errors that can impede comprehensibility. Vocabulary is paraphrased from the 
sources, and original language can be sophisticated: “Con el paso del tiempo … han ido cambiando” (lines 1–3); 
“Antes … de información” (lines 3–6); “En la actualidad, existe … de forma electrónica.” (lines 6–10). The response 
shows accuracy and variety in grammar, syntax, and usage, with few errors: subjunctive “se mantenga” (line 11); 
“que no se pierda” (line 14); “se familiaricen” (line 49); relative clauses: “a las que se refiere” (line 31); “la cual esta 
siendo adaptada” (lines 44–45); passive voice: “siendo reemplazadas … por libros” (lines 39–40). Finally, the 
response develops paragraph-length discourse with a variety of simple, compound, and some complex sentences: 
(lines 3–6; 10–15; 22–27; 58–65). 
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Task 2: Persuasive Essay (continued) 

Sample: 2B 
Score: 3  

This response is an example of a FAIR performance in Presentational Writing. It shows a suitable treatment of 
the topic within the context of the task, responds to the prompt question (lines 4–5), and demonstrates a moderate 
degree of comprehension of the sources’ viewpoints. All sources are referenced, although sources 1 and 2 are 
more developed than source 3: Source 1 is in lines 6–15, source 2 in lines 16–22, and source 3 in lines 23–25, but 
there is no integration of the sources’ ideas. The response presents and defends the student’s own viewpoint, “es 
muy importante por las bibliotecas se quedan en el futuro” (lines 4–5), in a somewhat persuasive argument because 
it mostly summarizes content from the sources in a vague intent to support the viewpoint. The response also 
presents some organization, guided by the sources, with an introduction and a brief conclusion that is somewhat 
persuasive. There is limited use of transitional elements with some internal cohesive devices: “Por esta razón” 
(line 4); “pero” (line 12); “Aunque” (line 30). 

The response is generally understandable, and the vocabulary is basic, taken from the sources, and repeated: 
“tecnología” (lines 1, 3, 24, 31); “biblioteca” (lines 2, 5, 14, 21, 23, 26, 28, 31, 34). There is some control of 
grammar, syntax, and usage; the response uses present tense well, in general: “cosas que usan” (line 3); “La 
mayoría de las personas les gusta” (line 7); “si una persona prefiere” (lines 12–13) with grammatical errors in 
agreement and conjugation that don’t impede comprehensibility: “muchas personas ir a los bibliotecas” (line 16); 
“Los libros de papel son más saludable por los ojos.” (lines 8–9). The response attempts to communicate in the 
present perfect, “ha creado” (line 3), although not always successfully: “ha se puesto” (line 2). Also, the direct 
object pronouns are incorrectly attached to the conjugated verbs: “úsanlos” (line 14); “úsala” (line 29). The 
response uses strings of mostly simple sentences, with a few compound sentences: “Las personas … 
también.”(lines 20–22); “Aunque … población.” (lines 30–32). 

Sample: 2C 
Score: 1  
 
This response is an example of POOR performance in Presentational Writing. It presents almost no treatment of 
the topic within the context of the task because it does not answer the question, although there is a vague intent: 
“los libros electronicos … los van a usard en el futuro.” (lines 1–2). It demonstrates poor comprehension of the 
sources’ viewpoints; there is only a reference to source 2: “las personas no van … por semana.” (lines 3–5). The 
response minimally suggests the student’s own viewpoint on the topic (lines 1–2), and the argumentation is 
totally undeveloped. The response shows no organization: It presents only one paragraph with the absence of 
transitional elements and cohesive devices. There are very few vocabulary resources with orality, such as “Te voy 
a dice” (line 3) or “Orita” (line 3). The essay also shows little or no control of grammar, syntax, and usage: “mi 
gustan” (line 1); “un o dos veces” (line 5); “Las personas … es mas facie.” (lines 5-7); “No quiere ir” (line 7); 
although it conjugates third person plural of the present tense verb “ir” correctly: “van” (line 2).   
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