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EXCELLENT
Demonstrates
excellence in
interpersonal
writing

VERY GOOD
Suggests emerging
excellence in
interpersonal
writing

GOOD
Demonstrates
competence in
interpersonal
writing

ADEQUATE
Suggests emerging
competence in
interpersonal
writing

WEAK

Suggests lack of
competence in
interpersonal
writing

VERY WEAK
Demonstrates lack
of competence in
interpersonal
writing

UNACCEPTABLE
Contains nothing
that earns credit

AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2018 SCORING GUIDELINES

Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat

TASK COMPLETION
e Directly addresses prompt
and provides a very
thorough and appropriate
response; includes
elaboration and detail

e Directly addresses prompt
and provides a thorough
and appropriate response;
may include elaboration
and detail

e Directly addresses prompt
and provides an
appropriate response

e Directly addresses prompt
and provides a basic but
appropriate answer

e Directly addresses prompt
and provides an
appropriate but
incomplete answer

e Addresses prompt
minimally or marginally

e Mere restatement of the prompt

DELIVERY
Natural, easily flowing expression
Orthography and mechanics
virtually error free
Consistent use of register and
style appropriate to situation
Generally exhibits ease of
expression
Infrequent or insignificant errors
in orthography and mechanics
Consistent use of register and
style appropriate to situation
except for occasional lapses
Strained or unnatural flow of
expression does not interfere with
comprehensibility
Errors in orthography and
mechanics do not interfere with
readability
May include several lapses in
otherwise consistent use of
register and style appropriate to
situation
Strained or unnatural flow
of expression sometimes interferes
with comprehensibility
Errors in orthography and
mechanics may be frequent
or interfere with readability
Use of register and style
appropriate to situation is
inconsistent or includes many
errors
Labored expression frequently
interferes with comprehensibility
Errors in orthography and
mechanics frequent or interfere
with readability
Frequent use of register and style
inappropriate to situation

Labored expression

constantly interferes with
comprehensibility

Errors in orthography and
mechanics very frequent or
significantly interfere with
readability

Constant use of register and style
inappropriate to situation

e Clearly does not respond to the prompt
e “Idon’t understand,” “Please repeat,” or equivalent in Japanese

e Not in Japanese
e Blank
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LANGUAGE USE
Rich vocabulary and idioms
Excellent use of grammar and
syntax, with minimal or no
errors

Variety of vocabulary and
idioms, with sporadic errors
Appropriate use of
grammatical and syntactic
structures, with sporadic
errors in complex structures

Appropriate but limited
vocabulary and idioms
Appropriate use of
grammatical and syntactic
structures, but with several
errors in complex structures or
limited to simple structures

Some inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
interfere with
comprehensibility

Errors in grammatical and
syntactic structures sometimes
interfere with
comprehensibility

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
frequently interfere with
comprehensibility

Limited control of grammatical
and syntactic structures
frequently interferes with
comprehensibility or results in
fragmented language
Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
constantly interfere with
comprehensibility

Limited control of grammatical
and syntactic structures
significantly interferes with
comprehensibility or results in
very fragmented language
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 1
Sample: A

LU E LT, FAD4HTIE[name of candidate] T3, #HIEFIZ OV T THRWTHWWTT L, Z OFRITHIE
NENDTEL ST ZEN, KALSBBEWLET,

Sample: B
B, ZTHLHLIEEIZELALWLSBEWNWLET, 7T TBIHFETT,
Sample: C

TV D FAEFAD ZE D <
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AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2018 SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 1
Note: Student samples are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors.
Overview

Text Chat 1-6 evaluates writing skills in the interpersonal communicative mode by having students respond as
part of a simulated exchange of text-chat messages. The prompt comprises a statement in English identifying
an interlocutor and conversation topic and a series of six brief messages to which students respond. Each
message consists of a chat entry in Japanese and a brief direction in English that provides guidance on what is
expected in the response. Students have 90 seconds to read the message and respond at each turn in the text-
chat exchange. Each of the six responses receive a holistic score based on how well it accomplishes the
assigned task, and all six scores count equally in calculating the total score.

On this year’s exam students participated in a text-chat with Keita Morikawa, a Japanese exchange student, on
the topic of school clubs. To successfully respond to the prompt, students needed to (1) respond to an initial
inquiry, (2) give at least one example of the types of clubs that are available in the respondent’s school, (3) give a
general opinion about participating in school clubs, (4) give a suggestion to Keita about a school club to join, (5)
justify an opinion about that suggestion, and (6) explain what one has to do to become a member of that school
club.

Sample: A
Score: 6

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt and provides
a very thorough and appropriate response including elaboration and detail. The expression flows naturally and
easily. Orthography and mechanics are error-free. The respondent consistently uses appropriate register and
style, while demonstrating consideration for the partner (e.g., T TH W TH W TT K). A variety of
appropriate vocabulary is used. The response uses excellent grammar and syntax (e.g., = OFRITERIE DL
DTEL EAMENTLITZEW).

Sample: B
Score: 4

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt and
provides an appropriate response. It consistently uses register and style appropriate to the situation. The
vocabulary is appropriate but limited. The sentence structures are simple and contain some errors that do not
interfere with comprehensibility (e.g., LA L @ <. ¥ L £79). This response could have earned a higher
score had it included elaboration or detail and had it used a wider variety of vocabulary and syntactic
structures.

Sample: C
Score: 2

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal writing. It directly and appropriately addresses
the prompt but does so incompletely, as it fails to provide a complete answer. The labored expression
interferes with comprehensibility. There is an error in orthography that interferes with readability (FLIZFAD %
B d <). The inappropriate use of vocabulary and the limited control of syntactic structure interfere with
comprehensibility (e.g., < ). This response could have earned a higher score had it provided a complete answer
with better use of language.
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 2
Sample: A

EOFRIZH D —D2D I T T X T T VHEOD I F 7T, FT7VEOT T AEZITTWAANELREH, ke =
SHOKBHIZEEZ ST, RTIUT 4 TIEBREEZGTHE LAV, BZET,

Sample: B
ER T, AEHEEENE T =2 MR H D £7,
Sample: C

A RSO ERIL
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 2

Sample: A
Score: 6

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal writing. It addresses the prompt directly, provides an
example, and explains details with complex structures DRI H D —>D I T T TTVFED T T A1)
TWA AN7-5. This response is easily understood because it has a natural flow and a consistent use of register
and style. It is well organized with a clear progression of ideas. It includes a variety of vocabulary. The
response demonstrates excellent use of grammar with only one error (¥ Z %9 should be 3 Z 72\ F 7).

Sample: B
Score: 4

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt and
provides an appropriate response. The vocabulary and grammatical structures are appropriate but limited. An
error in orthography and mechanics (EEH [Cw 5 £ 5] should be FEH [Lw H & 9 5]) does not inhibit
comprehensibility. The response would have earned a higher score had it contained richer vocabulary and
elaboration or detail and had it used more complex grammatical structures such as &EHCFEH 21T U o,
WAWALRAR—=Y DY T 7R, REEHRLHEEBREDOIHRDZ 77 6H 0 £,

Sample: C
Score: 2

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt A 7~
(should be % 7"—"7) but provides an incomplete answer. An error in orthography (A 78> followed by &%)
interferes with readability. The response would have earned a higher score had it been complete and
demonstrated better control of grammatical structures.
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 3

Sample: A

JI7TEEMTLHIEIFTLTHENNIELRLRVET, RECWSEZIZbVWL, KEETSSAELIZED
TEET, FMTEEIBT, < SADEEERED L LTz, TORBNT THERAERITE THHLWTT,

Sample: B

ST LHZEITETHIZNWEDTTND, EbELICH) 2L TT,
Sample: C

BELWTTRRDEETRE LNTT,
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 3

Sample: A
Score: 6

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt and provides
a very thorough and appropriate response with elaboration and detail. It flows easily and includes a variety of
vocabulary and structures such as /5 = & & i FE 9 and B0 TERAIEIZ E THEH LW T, Although
the response could include more kanji from the AP kanji list for certain words such as \ < & ¥, it uses
consistent register and style appropriate to the situation and demonstrates excellent use of grammar and
syntax with virtually no errors.

Sample: B
Score: 3

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal writing. By mentioning & AT 5 Z &iZE THZW
> T, it directly addresses the prompt and provides an appropriate response. However, the strained
expression interferes with comprehensibility (7=\ >8> TI 5, & H72HICH H Z & TF). The inclusion of
kanji from the AP kanji list would have increased readability. This response could have earned a higher score
with more control of grammatical structures (e.g., £ L7 HITHZ H0 0, SANTHZ LITETHLLEWVWEDT
7).

Sample: C
Score: 1

This response demonstrates a lack of competence in interpersonal writing. It addresses the prompt marginally.
The response could have earned a higher score had it directly addressed the prompt and provided an
appropriate answer. The labored expression and repetition (# L\ CTI AFAD TR E LW T interfere
with comprehensibility. Had the response demonstrated better control of syntax, it would have scored higher.
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 4

Sample: A

AR=YPNEFTHLEATARLRTT, RT70FT7 27 77 ANITZNNWTT, £ TWAALRKEXENE
T, FLTRRFEICABD EZIZHLRZEBED

Sample: B

HFEANSAR =Y PR TTT, RIEFD 7 FT7RFRD 7 7 7RE L BNET,
Sample: C

NELDY T TR ETT,
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 4

Sample: A
Score: 6

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt and provides
a very thorough and appropriate response with elaboration and detail (¥ Z TWAARKEZENE T, L T
KEZIWZAD & &2 H =< 1272 B F£ ). For the most part the expressions are natural and flowing. It displays
consistent use of register and is virtually free of orthographic and mechanical errors except for a minor
orthographic error (725 % - instead of 7= % % 97). It contains examples of rich vocabulary and relatively
advanced structures (A AR —Y N EFETHHEATARLIKTT, AUTWNT, KEXENLVET, KRFEICADLE
1),

Sample: B
Score: 4

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt and
provides an appropriate response. It consistently uses register and style appropriate to the situation. The
vocabulary is appropriate but limited. The sentence structures are simple and contain some orthographic
errors that do not interfere with comprehensibility (e.g., T30 7 7 7 & & F £ 9 should be HFHD 7 7 7%
WU &y E97). This response could have earned a higher score had it included elaboration or detail and had
it used a wider variety of vocabulary and syntactic structures.

Sample: C
Score: 2

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal writing. It attempts to directly address the
prompt. However, the labored expression and the word choice result in ambiguity about whether the student is
stating his or her preference or giving a suggestion (Jt4f % <), thus making the answer incomplete. In
addition, an error in orthography interferes with readability (5t should be % - & ). The response would have
earned a higher score had it given a suggestion by using \ v & B F 9" instead of 4% T9.
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 5

Sample: A

BRERG O bR FESNE, RS SAZERENET L, FRTEAYZ Z7R@EY 770, MEYZ 770
%D ij‘@

Sample: B

L7 770N bWET, BERLHELLENERVET, ZLTETHHEDOLTT NG,
Sample: C

G BRIVIFAR=Y 7 T TWET, FIIENE 7 T TR & TY
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 5

Sample: A
Score: 5

This response suggests emerging excellence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt by
stating the benefits of learning about different cultures. The second sentence gives further elaboration by
listing specific types of cultural clubs that exist at the school. Grammar and syntactic structures, including ~
IX, are appropriate and varied. The 72# 72 & statement would have been strengthened had it ended with ~7>5
C9, . While there are other sporadic grammatical and lexical errors (2%2.5411% should be Z&~E; HvE 9
should be ¥ %2 £9 ; 72< & A Z & ismissing a ?), they do not interfere with comprehensibility. Use of
register and style is appropriate and consistent. Had the response contained richer vocabulary and more
complex grammatical structures, it would have earned a higher score.

Sample: B
Score: 4

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt by providing
two adjectives (\ Y, 72D L) to describe a club activity. While the response contains transitional elements

(72¥72 5 ; £ 1L C) , the sentence structure is relatively basic and simple. There is a patterned error in
orthography (omitting the final V> in both 725 L and 7= L). While other orthographic errors (\ Y& &0
F 7 instead of VW & H B HVVET) do not interfere with comprehensibility, more use of kanji from the AP
Japanese kanji list and proper use of mechanics (adding commas after 72#72 % and % L <) would have
enhanced readability. The vocabulary is suitable but limited to simple terminology. Had the response
contained more complex grammatical structures, it would have earned a higher score.

Sample: C
Score: 2

This response suggests emerging competence in interpersonal writing. By mentioning a sports club and giving
an opinion about the club (2 < 7' 734 & ¢7°), the response addresses the prompt to some extent. However, the
answer » 727X AR —>Y 7 Z 7 ¥ 7 is an inappropriate assertion for an interlocutor who is not good at
sports. There is a minor error (omission of the particle | in AR —> 2 Z 7'\ % 7°) that does not impede
readability. However, insufficient, inappropriate vocabulary (% #1% instead of % @) in the second sentence
interferes with comprehensibility because it is not clear what % #1 % refers to. Had the response exhibited
better language use and provided a clearer justification for joining a school club, it would have earned a higher
score.
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 6
Sample: A

EPTIE. 77 TORBICIFRLIAT > TRTLZEY, ZLT, D7 IFTICADENEF-o7eb, AbHETK
N ERWET, AR A-TWDRAR Y F7 TTICADTehoTeh, FACE > TTYLEIN,

Sample: B

FIZ, ATFICA—NEZELRTNTRY A, ZLT, 74 —ALEs
Sample: C

BRI NEFEL, &7 T— AT HANAHT
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Interpersonal Writing: Text Chat 6

Sample: A
Score: 6

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt and provides
a very thorough and appropriate response, first providing a general explanation and then offering elaboration
and detail with respect to one specific club (= 7R~ ~ 7 Z 7). The delivery exhibits natural and easily flowing
expression. The orthography and mechanics are almost error-free (7> C 5. should be 17> THT; §-CT
¥<72Z\> should be & - T 72 &), The response uses consistent register and style appropriate to the
situation. The response contains rich vocabulary (F 7°1%; % &), demonstrates excellent use of grammatical

structures (~ 72 5; ~ £ £ 9, A5+ 7C), and uses an appropriate conjunction (% L ).

Sample: B
Score: 4

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt and
provides an appropriate response. The vocabulary is appropriate but limited. It uses appropriate grammar (~73
VFAUX 72 » £ A) but contains an error in orthography (= 7 5 should be = — ) that does not interfere with
comprehensibility. It uses an appropriate conjunction (% L ). This response could have earned a higher score
had it included elaboration or detail and had it used a wider variety of vocabulary and syntactic structures and
completed the second sentence (e.g., 7 +— 247 s should be 7 + — 2% H L £9).

Sample: C
Score: 2

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal writing. It directly addresses the prompt and
provides an appropriate but incomplete answer. The labored expression interferes with comprehensibility.
Errors in orthography (7 7 —A 7 % A %1 A 49 should be 7 7 1 ¥ — % i\ % 7°) interfere with readability.
The inappropriate use of vocabulary and the limited control of syntactic structure (% &% L should be £E5 L)
interfere with comprehensibility. This response could have earned a higher score had it demonstrated better
use of language.
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