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EXCELLENT
Demonstrates
excellence in
interpersonal
speaking

VERY GOOD
Suggests
emerging
excellence in
interpersonal
speaking

GOOD
Demonstrates
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

ADEQUATE
Suggests
emerging
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

WEAK

Suggests lack of
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

VERY WEAK
Demonstrates
lack of
competence in
interpersonal
speaking

UNACCEPTABLE
Contains nothing
that earns credit

AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2018 SCORING GUIDELINES

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation

TASK COMPLETION
Directly addresses prompt
and provides a very
thorough and appropriate
response; includes
elaboration and detail

Directly addresses prompt
and provides a thorough
and appropriate response;
may include elaboration
and detail

Directly addresses prompt
and provides an
appropriate response

Directly addresses prompt
and provides a basic but
appropriate answer

Directly addresses prompt
and provides an
appropriate but
incomplete answer

Addresses prompt
minimally or marginally

Mere restatement of the prompt

DELIVERY
Natural, easily flowing expression
Natural pace with minimal hesitation or
repetition
Pronunciation virtually error free
Consistent use of register and style
appropriate to situation
Generally exhibits ease of expression
Smooth pace with occasional hesitation or
repetition, which does not distract from
the message
Infrequent or insignificant errors in
pronunciation
Consistent use of register and style
appropriate to situation except for
occasional lapses
Strained or unnatural flow of expression
does not interfere with comprehensibility
Generally consistent pace with some
unnatural hesitation or repetition
Errors in pronunciation do not necessitate
special listener effort
May include several lapses in otherwise
consistent use of register and style
appropriate to situation
Strained or unnatural flow of expression
sometimes interferes with
comprehensibility
Inconsistent pace marked by some
hesitation or repetition
Errors in pronunciation sometimes
necessitate special listener effort
Use of register and style appropriate to
situation is inconsistent or includes many
errors
Labored expression frequently interferes
with comprehensibility
Frequent hesitation or repetition
Frequent errors in pronunciation
necessitate constant listener effort
Frequent use of register and style
inappropriate to situation

Labored expression constantly interferes
with comprehensibility

Constant hesitation or repetition
Frequent errors in pronunciation
necessitate intense listener effort
Constant use of register and style
inappropriate to situation

Clearly does not respond to the prompt
“I don’t understand,” “Please repeat,” or equivalent in Japanese

Not in Japanese

Blank (although recording equipment is functioning) or mere sighs
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LANGUAGE USE
Rich vocabulary and idioms
Excellent use of grammar and
syntax, with minimal or no errors

Variety of vocabulary and
idioms, with sporadic errors
Appropriate use of grammatical
and syntactic structures, with
sporadic

errors in complex structures

Appropriate but limited
vocabulary and idioms
Appropriate use of grammatical
and syntactic structures, but with
several errors in complex
structures or limited to simple
structures

Some inappropriate vocabulary
and idioms interfere with
comprehensibility

Errors in grammatical and
syntactic structures

sometimes interfere with
comprehensibility

Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms frequently
interfere with comprehensibility
Limited control of grammatical
and syntactic structures
frequently interferes with
comprehensibility or results in
fragmented language
Insufficient, inappropriate
vocabulary and idioms
constantly interfere with
comprehensibility

Limited control of grammatical
and syntactic structures
significantly interferes with
comprehensibility or results in
very fragmented language



AP® JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
2018 SCORING COMMENTARY

Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 1

Note: Student responses are quoted verbatim and may contain grammatical errors. In the transcripts of
students’ speech quoted in the commentaries, a three-dot ellipsis indicates that the sample has been excerpted.
Two dots indicate that the student paused while speaking.

Overview

This task evaluates speaking skills in the interpersonal communicative mode by having students respond as
part of a simulated conversation. It comprises a statement in English that identifies an interlocutor and
conversation topic, followed by a series of four related prompts in Japanese. After each prompt, students have
20 seconds to respond.

On this year’s exam students participated in a conversation with Yumi Takagi, a Japanese student, about
tutoring in Japanese. To successfully respond to the prompt the students had to (1) respond to the tutor’s self-
introduction, (2) explain why they are studying Japanese, (3) indicate which Japanese skills they wish to
improve, and (4) indicate how many times per week they would like to meet with the tutor.

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student Response
IZUHELTEASA, FAd[name of candidate] H L £9, SENZI LA LS BEWWEZLET, Eo&400nD
RN BT EABoT, Bax, L OEMTHEEBVWETIFE, e, EALIBEWVWW-LET,

Commentary

This is a very thorough response which contains detail and natural expression with minimal hesitation. It
contains a complex grammatical structure (325722 & 72 < ZAd o T) as well as examples of rich
vocabulary (4 18]; % - &). The register is appropriate to the situation, including the use of keigo (& H L £ 97, &
% L < BREWWT- L F 7). This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal speaking.

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student Response
ZATHIE, BLD 72\ E[name of candidate] TF, HAGEZ MR L £9, Um,uh Z2ATHEWNTLZEW,
Um HAGEZ ., 13, um NI EAREZ T, R £9,

Commentary

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal communication. It directly addresses the prompt with
an appropriate greeting and information about the speaker’s experience in Japanese study as well as
expressing a willingness to answer questions. It contains some unnatural hesitation (Um) and repetition ( H 4
FEA . 1L, ANEIZHARFEZ1L7) in addition to an error in pronunciation (72 > should be 4 fif). The limited
control of vocabulary and grammatical structures (75413 H ARFE %1372, #b9% L £ 97) do not interfere with
comprehensibility. The response would have received a higher score had it contained a greater variety of
vocabulary and grammatical structures as well as elaboration and detail.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 1 (continued)

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student Response
1T U E LT, 1E< 1Z[name of candidate] [name of candidate] & % 0V 9. H D 9 [long pause] Xz & ¥ 9
X, H?. [long pause]uh *+ - uh

Commentary

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the prompt with
an appropriate greeting (1% U & £ L T). However, it contains frequent errors in pronunciation (& 5% ¥ £77;
Z % 9 ) that necessitate listener effort. Limited control of grammar and syntax (% ® 5 [long pause] X% &
I, D, [long pause] uh + - uh) result in fragmented language and make the response incomplete. The
response would have earned a higher score if it had contained a complete greeting and information about the
speaker’s experience studying Japanese.

2
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 2

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student Response
H, BHTTR, H—. H—2RERs, FAIT =2 AR SAFETTNSL, H. HAFEEZ@E LI, 7=X
i, HERYRN, H—TENLTYT, TEXHNLTT,

Commentary

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the prompt and
provides a thorough response (A AZEA# iR LAV, 7=A & h, BEHEY 2, TX25205T9, ). The flow of
expression and pace are natural with only one minor error (5% L #1iZ should be #4535 J"4113). Appropriate
register and style are used consistently. The response demonstrates excellent use of grammar (72725, ~2»
5. ~IE. ~25 T, ) with rich vocabulary (FH & E 1).

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student Response
FAUZBARANTT NG -+« - HAGEOMREZ LTWET, AL - - BARAN, 4F4ETT, DELOBRIAILH
ANTT D, BHARFEOMHRAZ L TWET,

Commentary

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the prompt and
provides an appropriate response (FAIZHARANTTND ; ROBREI AIFHAANTT A 5). The grammatical
structures are simple but contain no errors. One pronunciation error (472 L should be 7= L) does not
necessitate special listener effort. The response would have earned a higher score had it included stronger
language use and elaboration.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student Response
FMNIBARFEEZMET D, 2Lz «H— - - HRKO—5A, « - H—

Commentary

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal speaking. It addresses the prompt, but it
requires constant listener effort to understand. The expression is labored, and the response contains frequent
hesitation and fragmented language (e.g., HAD—5A, - - &H—). It would have earned a higher score had it
clearly stated a reason.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 3

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student Response
AL ETEELZLFD TN LVWTT NS, TR —EFR5ZIEI NN RHERS>THWETOT, &
L. EOYE, KALIEBBEWLET,

Commentary

This response demonstrates excellence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the prompt and
provides a very thorough and appropriate response. It elaborates by giving a reason and a formulaic
expression. The delivery is relatively flowing and natural with only slight use of filled pauses (% % &). The use
of 2% in TN~ EFIT72 o 7213 9 23\ 72 & stands out as particularly natural. The pronunciation is easy to
understand, and the register is consistent. The response demonstrates the ability to produce a complex
sentence with multiple clauses.

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student Response
H? 9., [long pause] H D 5. [long pause] ZahfL. HDH, FieDME L, H—, L OHHE, b—, L1z
[ANSE I

Commentary

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the prompt by naming
three aspects the student hopes to improve. The slow pace, hesitations, and filled pauses (& ® 9 ; & &) do not
interfere with comprehensibility. The response is relatively basic with some grammatical errors (e D% ; &
< D#E) but none that interfere with comprehensibility. The response would have earned a higher score had
it included elaboration and more complex grammatical structures and had the delivery been more flowing, with
fewer pauses.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student Response
H® 5 [laughter] Uh - - 7= L1, uh, EF U722\, Uh, & TH~7272—, uh,uh A% TJ, [long pause] Uh
FER L 720,

Commentary

This answer suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal speaking. It addresses the prompt by referring to
the student's lack of proficiency (_|F U % 72\) and desire to study (%5% L 7=1>). The delivery is labored, with
multiple pauses filled by the English “uh.” The vocabulary and grammar are very basic. This response would
have earned a higher score had the delivery been smoother and more explicitly addressed the prompt.
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Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation 4

Sample: A
Score: 6

Transcript of Student Response

Z O TT R, FETIFFICIE L RVWATT NG, 2—&, BHIZIX5, 6RICH W - THLTEXET, 22—, T
He WO, thBRIIFELS AT T4 T ENHVETHL, BERFTLS - - vhBRITITTEERA, kA
WERERWET,

Commentary

This response directly addresses the prompt thoroughly and appropriately, including giving a reason why the
weekend would not work. The expression flows naturally and is easily understood. Pronunciation is almost
error-free with minimal fillers, such as % —. A variety of rich vocabulary is used (e.g., ##(Z; #5). The
response uses excellent grammar with minor errors (V>27> should be & & & %; #(Zi% should be #iZ; 5. 6
M HWTHTEEJ shouldbe 5. 6HI<S BV THE 2 F 7). This response demonstrates excellence in
interpersonal speaking.

Sample: B
Score: 4

Transcript of Student Response
Uhm,% > & uhh Lw A, LwiZ, uh,uhh, 28 uhh,uh &7 B0 EEnES, uvhm -+ - uhh - - kK#EH
EKIER DI E BN E T,

Commentary

This response demonstrates competence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the prompt and
provides an appropriate response. The strained flow of expression and pauses, such as Uhm, % - & uhh, do
not interfere with comprehensibility. The vocabulary is appropriate but limited. The sentence structures are
simple, such as 2 [A] uhh, uh & >72 523\ & B 9. This response could have earned a higher score had
it included elaboration.

Sample: C
Score: 2

Transcript of Student Response
Uh, #iZ + « FAIZ Uh+ - Uhhh, — >« « =D« « SA - nZHV 72, UhFATE - THHAFE, £o T
oo - BLERTR,

Commentary

This response suggests a lack of competence in interpersonal speaking. It directly addresses the prompt but
fails to provide a complete answer. Labored expression, suchas —-> + - -, interferes with
comprehensibility. Limited control of grammatical structures also frequently interferes with comprehensibility
and results in fragmented language such as 5»A + - n 23& Y 72\, This response could have earned a higher
score had it provided a complete answer with better control of language and smoother delivery.
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