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Question 3 

General Directions: This scoring guide is designed so that the same performance expectations are applied to 
all student responses. It will be useful for most of the essays, but if it seems inappropriate for a specific paper, 
assistance from the Table Leader should be sought. The Table Leader should always be shown booklets that 
seem to have no response or that contain responses that seem unrelated to the question. A score of 0 or — 
should not be assigned without this consultation. 
    
The essay’s score should reflect an evaluation of the essay as a whole. Students had only 40 minutes to read 
and write; the essay, therefore, is not a finished product and should not be judged according to standards 
appropriate for an out-of-class assignment. The essay should be evaluated as a draft, and students should be 
rewarded for what they do well. The evaluation should focus on the evidence and explanations that the student 
uses to support the response; students should not be penalized for taking a particular perspective. 
     
All essays, even those scored 8 or 9, may contain occasional lapses in analysis, prose style, or mechanics. 
Such features should enter into the holistic evaluation of an essay’s overall quality. In no case should a score 
higher than a 2 be given to a paper with errors in grammar and mechanics that persistently interfere with 
understanding of meaning. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

9 – Essays earning a score of 9 meet the criteria for the score of 8 and, in addition, are especially 
sophisticated in their argument, thorough in their development, or particularly impressive in their 
control of language. 

 
8 – Effective 
 
Essays earning a score of 8 effectively develop a position on the value of exploring the unknown. The 
evidence and explanations appropriately and convincingly support the student’s position, and the argument* is 
especially coherent and well developed. The prose demonstrates a consistent ability to control a wide range of 
the elements of effective writing but is not necessarily flawless.  
 

7 – Essays earning a score of 7 meet the criteria for the score of 6 but provide a more complete 
explanation, more thorough development, or a more mature prose style. 
 

6 – Adequate 
 
Essays earning a score of 6 adequately develop a position on the value of exploring the unknown. The 
evidence and explanations appropriately and sufficiently support the student’s position, and the argument is 
coherent and adequately developed. The writing may contain lapses in diction or syntax, but generally the 
prose is clear.  
 
5 – Essays earning a score of 5 develop a position on the value of exploring the unknown. The evidence and 
explanations used to support that position may be uneven, inconsistent, or limited. The writing may contain 
lapses in diction or syntax, but it usually conveys the student’s ideas. 
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Question 3 (continued) 

4 – Inadequate 
 
Essays earning a score of 4 inadequately develop a position on the value of exploring the unknown. The 
evidence and explanations used may inappropriately, insufficiently, or unconvincingly support the student’s 
position. The argument may have lapses in coherence or be inadequately developed. The prose generally 
conveys the student’s ideas but may be inconsistent in controlling the elements of effective writing.  
 

3 – Essays earning a score of 3 meet the criteria for the score of 4 but demonstrate less success in 
developing a position on the value of exploring the unknown. The essays may show less maturity in 
their control of writing.  
 

2 – Little Success 
 
Essays earning a score of 2 demonstrate little success in developing a position on the value of exploring the 
unknown. The student may misunderstand the prompt or substitute a simpler task by responding to the 
prompt tangentially with unrelated or inaccurate explanation. The prose often demonstrates consistent 
weaknesses in writing, such as grammatical problems, a lack of development or organization, or a lack of 
coherence and control. 
 

1 – Essays earning a score of 1 meet the criteria for the score of 2 but are undeveloped, especially 
simplistic in their explanation and argument, weak in their control of language, or especially lacking in 
coherence. 

 
0      Indicates an off-topic response, one that merely repeats the prompt, an entirely crossed-out response, a 

drawing, or a response in a language other than English. 
 
—    Indicates an entirely blank response. 
 
 
* For the purposes of scoring, argument means asserting a claim justified by evidence and/or reasoning. 
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Question 3 

Overview 

The argument prompt asked that students read a quote from Anne Morrow Lindbergh’s Gift from the Sea and 
write an essay in which they develop a position on the value of exploring the unknown. Therefore, the students 
were expected to demonstrate some understanding of what the unknown might be. 
 
Students were then expected to take a position on Lindbergh’s statement and to support that claim with 
discussion of ways in which the unknown has or does not have value.  
 
Sample: 3A 
Score: 9 

This essay is especially sophisticated in its argument and particularly impressive in its control of language. The 
response employs overwhelmingly convincing evidence, calling on the likes of JFK, Galileo, as well as a list of 
ground-breaking scientists at the end of the second paragraph. The seamless transitions from the scientific to the 
musical (Bach and Shostakovich) and ultimately to the literary (Thoreau) are offered with appropriate and 
convincing explanations and extensive development (e.g., “Bach … created his own era of music … by exploring 
the possibilities of a chamber orchestra. He, by exploring new territory in music, changed the face of string and 
orchestral music, employing elements of fugue and countermelody”). This essay presents an ideal example of a 
five-paragraph essay done more than effectively, as evidenced in the last line: “The unknown has allowed the 
human race to develop, improve, and augment itself scientifically, culturally, and personally, and for those 
causes, it is clearly incredibly valuable.” 
 
Sample: 3B 
Score: 5 
 
This essay attempts to use the concept of children preferring swimming in a pool as opposed to in a natural 
body of water as a metaphor for the fear of exploring the unknown. The student speaks of “human hesitation” 
to explore the depths of lakes and oceans that “harbur [sic] … interesting features, that are more difficult to 
identify.” Carrying this metaphor forward, the response notes that “humans tend to stay away from things that 
are unknown” due to fear. It builds on this evidence by offering the Biblical story of Jonah and drawing on his 
fear, but the evidence used is uneven and limited (e.g., “As a result, Jonah began traveling to a city he did have 
recent experience with, and suffered consequences”). In another instance of discussing fear, the essay alludes 
to “[t]rying new foods” but does not develop that thought beyond one sentence. Overall, the limited nature of 
the response resulted in it earning a score of 5. 
 
Sample: 3C 
Score: 3 
 
This essay struggles to take a position on the value of exploring the unknown. The response discusses 
humans being born “naturally adventurous” but later becoming fearful of the unknown. The student references 
trying new foods, walking on the moon, and breaking the speed of sound, but the development of this evidence 
and the examples provided are inadequate and insufficient (e.g., “Using the example of food, we are quick to 
get something we always get, but very hesitant to try something new” and “A man who stops wanting learn 
new things is a fool”). There is simply very little explanation given. Ultimately, this essay demonstrates less 
success in developing a position and less maturity in the control of writing than an essay scored a 4.  
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